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aL ONDO N, | 
Zell at the Croſi-keys and Bible 
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Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


"Tis  fromno Ambition to be taken 
notice. of, but from a ſincere and 
hearty Concern for the Publick 
© Wilfare, that T make bold to en- 
8 tilt on ſmall Piece to ſo Great and 
A 2  Maſtrt- 


Dedication. 


Illuſtrious a Patron. The ſame ſenſe 
of Duty that oblig'd me to yield to 
the Deſire of the "Societies for Re- 
formation, both in preaching and pub- 
liſhng this Sermm, hath prevailed 
with me to put it into Nour Royal 
Hands, That you may be pleas'd, as 
the True Father of Your People, 
encourage the Deſuen and End it 
aims at, which is no leſs than a Na- 
tional Good. 

The Supream Providence hath ha- 
noured Your Majeſty, as by many Marks 
of bis Favour, jo by this, T hat theſe 


Societies were born in the begmning of 
Your Auſpicious Reign. And, asthey | 


had their Riſe with it, and have grown 
_ up ſunce under the benign Tafluences 
thereof ; fo they do ſtill encourage them- 


felves m the hope of Your Majeſty's con- 
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tinued Proteftion : the Glory of God + 


and the Honour and Safety of the Go- || 


vernment x 


Dedication, 
vernment and Nation, being the only 
things they propoſe to carry on in a legal 
and peaceable way. : mn 
| All Human Governments, eſpecially 
| | Regular Monarchies, are Piftures of 
' | the Divme , but lour Majeſty's is moſt 
eminently ſo, For, as you are both the 
Deliverer and Choice of the Nations yok 
+ - govern ; ſo you rule them as reaſonable 
- + Creatures and a Free People, givmg © 
| Liberty to all, but allowing Licentt- 
- * ouſneſs to none. 
Your Majeſty's recommending Re- 
4 formation ſo frequently and pathetical- 
ly, both in your Speeches to.your Par- 
liaments and Proclamations to. your - 
SubjeFts, that the Laws might be put 
mn due execution againſt open Wicked- 
- | neſs, doth fully aſſure us, that it is 
- , | none of ' the leaſt of your Regal Cares 
d and Firroical Deſigns, to raiſe the Ge-. 
- ., nus of your People by bettering their. 
t : Mogals. This 
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was 
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yo 
—_ 
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Dedicatio 


' This is indeed an nd worthy 
fuch a Monarch ; the Proſecution and 
Accompliſhment of which witl fur- 
ther charaFeriſe your Majeſty. both as 
Good and Great, and lay a-juſt Foun- 
dation of Your being particularly known 
by the Title of Defender of the Faith, 
And it is the conſtant andearneſt.Pray- 

er of your beſt Subjects, that you may 
ho as proſperous in Peace, in conquer- 
ing: inteſtine Vices and Impieties, as 
You were Glorious in War, againſt fo- 
reign Enemies : That thus your Royal 
Example and Influence may. render the 
Endeavours of Good Men this way more 
diffuſive and ſucceſsful, as well as 
ftir: up others to concur in this bonour- 
able and neceſſary Work, which ſtill re- 
quires more hands. 

The: Deſign therefore of thi ſmall 
Efſay being to give ſuch an account of 


Aoporratys or the Divine ay of 
Nati 


"ft ( 
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Dedication; 


Nations, as might incite to, and alfift 
towards the promoting ſo noble an end': 
1 was emboldned to addreſs Your Majefty 
after this \maziner, leaving the Subje&# 
and Scope to apologize for the. Defeits 
of the Performance. 120 


May the Divine Goodne {s long pre- 


ſerve your Sacred Perſon and Precious _ 


Life, in Mercy to Europe and the 
World, and for the Good and Peace of 
this Kingdom and your other Domini= 
ons. Mayyou ever grow and encreaſe 
in Happineſs and Glory ; honoured by 


your Allies, beloved hy your Subjefts, 


dreaded by your Enemies, and valued by 
all Men, May Succeſs ever anſwer, 
and even exceed your Wiſhes, and true 
and laſting Fame enlighten Poſterity 
with the Luſtre of your Name and 
Glory of Your Aftions: and of theſe 
may not only our preſent Deliverance + 
and Peace, but the . future Settle- 


*.— .-—d 


___ Dedication. 
ment 'and Security of theſe King- 
doms, be an eternal Monument : And |; 
may God, when he removes Vou from }| | 
| #8 (and oh! may it be late !) reward 
Voar Cares and Labors with endleſs | 
Felicity and Joy, and give You the | 
(rown of Glory in exchange for your | 
earthly Diadem. So prayeth, © 
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Great STR, 
| Taur Majeſty's moſs Humbly Devoted, 
and moſt Obedient Subject, 
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( 3 Jer. XVII. Ver. MN 8 6, fo, 1 #! 

5 At what inftant I frat ſpeak coneerpiſy p 01; 
| * tion, and concerning... a. Kingdom, 40. ir 
 } «p aud to pull down, .and' to deſtroy it 5, If 


4 _ #his, turn from; #beir Evil, I wi 


For whether ae conſider natural oe revealed: 
7 Religion; yr Pr we think of God _ ſelves, 


that: Nation againſt whom I have | tne cms 
the Evil that I thoupht to: Ho umo ther bel 
at ' what inſtant T1 ſhall ſpe eak conternin 
Nation, and concernin 5 4 ingdom, ms 
and to plant it : If it go evil in my Ps: thay, 


it obey not my Voice, then I will repent of the 
200d wherewith I ſaid I would bene them. I 


} Now therefore go to, ſpeak to the mans of | 
* Judah, andts the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 

; ſaying, Thus ſaitb the Lord, Behold: 1fhams- 

| Emil againſt you, and' deviſe 4 Device 

4 againſt) you : Return ye now every one from, 

' bes evil Way, and make your T8; hd” 
. your Doings good, | 

: HERE is hardly aoy any Princip of 
E Argumentation, rity” 


of Life, and. ; of Man-' 
niers may not . be urg'd and cnforcl.. 


” or others ; ; Whether we-refic& on 
: or in relation to Society, as to their Peace | 
, or HE mmm ; _ we may by an caly F 


A SERM ON Gefore the Soctetres 


| thoughts terminate-on Refor- | 
mation and Piety. as a We - excellent in it ſelf, | 
and beneficial to 'Men ;. the very naming of ® 
—_ -- ach to' ravith the Souls of good 
oY, APE. Sparifiions on the Con- | 


MR 
ThetSfors At Subject has been excellent þ 
diſcortfed of already, and preſt from ſeveral * 
I there We rioferr of exhauſting ſo 3 
Widows =_ wull rqrt ry foand to increaſe and.run 7 
ets; 4s MF there are Foals to. receive its 7 
"ie L65agi ng em to others, 4 
FN in. dos rather overwhelm 7 
| "eaſe fe-m' Torre Lex th: finds it ſelf _ I 
jor op match'd'in attet tho at your de- 
fire, *to© ſpeak of this'S =: For it is not the } 
litlensss but greatneſs of any thing that” ſtraitens | 
a Thon bts; by dif ing. or fiyallow- X 
qe Da ; d that when he: has moſt-to fay, # 
oe ones & &y. le wh. Fengs. 1 it wile are tO jd 3 
If. 40. ig pathetically in,Scripture, how e we are | 
nA II. 7, omg chend G God,;! Rho Te canas little graſp | 
'vhr Minds, 
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as we can the Sea in the hollow of 2 
o 21. our Hands. And from hence the Apoftle Fobn #3 
wt,  affures us, that if all had been written of Chriſt I 
ich the Matte vis capable of, the Work | 
 tud been confounded with: voluminohs angzend- 

: or x Eoin 5: and-the 'Booksithat have S$ 
fince-his-tinie make good his 1 


= : zndeed'it' be ond." 'Y 
hite: therefort- F coniidered. thb-vaſines of * 
bjedd Þ was deſired to. recommend and 
this _ ay aus mind Storms" Fa - 
FIT at: 1 k'2 ty a0Q : 
Books endleſs, tho his! Soul was of the largeſt # 
SIZE Þ 
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/55 Reformation of Min &b&S 
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d Þ to: accommodate ry _Jelf to this Po) 
1- & prels it fram one Topick only. Tho 

. F1 ſeem to have ind:ttaken roo reat ſ 
\t © propoſing to confider and repreſent un! 
* ſo ſhort time, the, Divine Providenge as preſid- 
Zing over-and governing Kingdoms ard, Nations, 
in order thence to incite you to pablick and unt- 
Zverſal Reformation of Manners; 
23 I fall not therefore" trouble you; nor. ſpend, 
Jany part of our little time in angling, for ftnall 
IShreds of Truth' by barren Criticifns-npon the 
7 Words: tho I ſhontd have reckon'd it - of nſe 
7 to.conſider theſe, if I had found any Bigg yery 
{ material fetch'd from'thence, to the Tfaftration 
J of the Text, by any of the Maſters ofthe Cri- 
# tical Art, But F58 (T that the Septuagnit and. 
7 all ofher Verſions T had opportunity to” peruſe, 
3 did render the Hebrew with relpeSe 1PM 
Z ter and Scope, as our Interpreters do, T thought, 
J all my -buſineſs was” to conlider the- Import of. 
Z the Words as they lie before us, in order to 
2 underſtand and improve them. SET, 
7 As an Introduction to this, 1 ſhall, preſent 
Z you: with the general Scope both of the Text. 
Z and Context, .from the firſt to the: eighteenth . 
| Verſe of this Chapter ; which take as follows. 
Z _ The Prophet Jeremiah having got. a general 
Z Commillion to reprove the Jews for their many 
2Sins, and to.threaten them with War,. Defola- 
{tion and Captivity, if they ſhould continne dif- 
© obedient, and.not reform and repent, is in this 
= Chapter ſent to the Potter's Houſe to have an 
3 emdlematical Repreſentation of God's Provi- 
Z dence towards Men ard Nations. When 'he 
B 2 Comes, 


mp, ut (0) rawig 


ww * TT” Oo 


wy1 kT MR 1H] Wray Ryy 


comes, the Wheels are poing, and the Potter at. 


Rr BE oe, 1-0; > ERR VIE 


power to diſpoſe 


« ed hy the:Rules of an exact Equity temper'd 


* but my foveraign Providence ſhall be manag- Þ 


une Nation with deſtructi- | 
:* any time 1 threaten. a Nation wit «| 


for Reformation of Manntgs. 


'8 < on andruin; if that Nation reform and re- 
2 < pent before it be too late, I will fpare-it and 
3 < not deſtroy it. And'on th 

7 © I bleſs a Nation with many and fingular Mer- 
2 < cies'and Privileges; if that Nation requite 
7 < my kindneſs no otherwiſe than by. Diſobedi- 
2 < ence and Rebellion, I-will —_—_ the courſe 
2 © of my Providence, and bring miſery and de- 
7 < ſolation upon them. © 


eother hand, when 


© Go therefore Feremah, and tell the Men 


2 < of Judah and Inhabitants of Feryſalerr, that 
3 < this being the ſettled and ordinary Law by 
- 3 < which I govern Nations, they ought to niake- 
3 © a wiſe Application thereof to themſelves : For 
7 © let them not plead -exemption from Puniſh- 
7 © ment upon the account of their Special Pri- 
" F © vileges; for Iafſure them that I deſign ſevere- 
J © ly to puniſh them, unleſs they ſer -aborit a 
7 © National Reformation, and turn from their 


7 © evil Ways and Courſes. 


«© However, let"them'not deſpair when they 


7 © ſe Miſcries ready to break in upon them, as 
3 © if there was no hope ; for were IT not deſi- 
# © rons to'fpare them, *}-would-not be at all this 
7 © pains to ſhew them their Duty and Intereſt. 
2 < Argue.therefore with them further thus: O 


2 © ye Fews, is it not an unaccountable thing, that 


73 <© ye ſhould at at this rate? It is as if a 


3 < Man ſhould chooſe to-dwell in a parched De- 


2 © ſert, rather, than inhabit a pleaſant and irri- 
7 © guate Soil : For ye have thrown off the only 
- * true God, your conſtant BenefaQtor and Pro- 
» © teRor; 'and have worſhipped lifele( and ſetiſe- 
& © lefs Deities, that can neither hear nor help. 
7 * And inftead of walking in the ways of -ho- 
'$ © linek and obedience, ye have broken all the 
b B 2 © Fenges- 


5 
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4 SERMON: before the Societies. | 
51 feryou, ou, and tun:into forbidden Cour- | : 


* « $-n therelq 2 that by this way they.” | 
nf hw Coa pic ye: Ip Brea tothe i} 

Country, wg 

x” the Oo Omer 9 of roy Gans, VM « 
” forcing me: to. become. their Enemy, and. to , 


. < Duniſhthem with Cap wity- arid [Delalation, : 
= Accotint. of the d Scope « of 'F 
the firſt ſeventeen Tl of -thi ; Chapter, I C 
thought fitto premiſe, which may ſerve as a Pa- © 
taphraſe | npan a, and bean Introduction to | 
the Diſcou ropale t ep entertain Yo, with Þ 
from. chgues Tl have, Fra J 
My ary natural] inides it IF into theſe I 
. two.Parts or General. Heads : Firit, The Accoun | 
God hj aelf gives of the ordizary Metho#t of his 'B 
Providence in governing iNatrens - and Kingdoms, | 
yecondly, The e Application of this Account to the | 
Jews mithrelation to their acc Caſe a Cir- © - 


curflances. 
The hin God gue, of Pugs ordinary. AMe- 8 
thga ef, 1s Providence m. governing Natians 'N 
4 Reed Os, | 7 


I (perecve am 1 got upoft a large and diffuſed b; 

Field Maxeers where;. if I take not good } 

pew way oth miſtake my 'own way, . and b. 

miſlead. - he thoughts of others, . Pravidence Þ 

is 4 Cark- al myſterious Iaby - whoſe Ma- 7 

zcs.' ap; Meanders,. Turnin by and == | 
e 


NONE: DK ;£EVeET yet, in all 3 r as, ſacceſſ y : 
diſrover.;agd. "ml open t it leery bf 
the:work.gf-(; at bir -Þ ad Inere: | n, | 5 


the- work of Eternity -and .not:of /T mae, :to.ad- | 
ju 


#7 my Text will 'give-.4  lowies 
7 dering that-I am co ro-the nj 


4 Lies oh 0 1 Caring ? 
7 read, SS to Ne Ec : 
4 tations "o Creal eration the. £0: 


whom be. governs as-renſe the RE. 
bt a pes "A 


% wiſe,-powerk : For, as the;Apgile "28 
* ſays, The s invifi Nie ths s of. od, even, Et wk I-204 
3 ral Power and are clearly Ks | 

# the things that = er, A. tlie 
4 leads, neceflarily to: the. faith of-AtF#: 
7 For fuxely it is-as caly- {y- far an \nfinizely 


/ And it. is not 


Fo Rent of MANN ERS: 
Diſcards: ahereh ol hf 


*cther 54 gh +3 Recellc ; of s- a 


row. aſe 
of ove ſingle Diſcourſe, av _ that þIhis 1519 : the 
only: thing! [ muſt { wg 3 notl tyglur TN 


Having, therefore 4 eady: given given T9 A 


on Fo Hine FIOEeet of es gf Netlog | A 
ropo R005, 2AVORT, 1Q.PFOPPA 
in ſuch aGrad rien of. thought, Ther -Dinds 
may be infeuſi ly led ſxoe-an6 $0.apot vp 


Prop. ay As God is the, Rule Rider BY & wie} THe « T7 
{ens | 


Every. Effect. ffs. 
Work a. Workman at 
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to. ſuffer. Na 46h Bei 
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A SERMON before the Societies. I 
ke Ruler of the Univerſe, wy 4 ak words '7 


Chance of ng or nothing If "othings 1 
Fe ; d6e. it Soy por Freg or irreglarly ? If $ 


, then it is no more Chance ? If+ irre-'Mh: 
hn rf and uni- | 


ries, ny Species of og 
Fores. anc love "the ſe of Natare- for | 
oe A yoo, _ not the - ind of 0; 
Wor, we mult for--ever ceafe-to reaſon } 
Ss in this Life. Therefore we may B- 
be Rel the ſame God governs the World who | 
bo 103, made i it and that this G; K ingdom of Provi: w 
device riderh over” all. 
And ſuch is the Divine Goodneſs, that he ree- & 
kons nothing which"he made beneath his Care ; i 
whieh'is no more diffiexit to him, than to' go- & 
yerit any one © if we Have any due Con- 
10n - 'of Tis 1 ite PerfeQtions. Hence the : '7 
Joh. 3. 8. ware tells us "That be make: bis Winds blow ie 
=_ 104+ as Ne Weaſerh: * That be hbe- gives Life or takes it 
away. as he 'ſees*good ;and* that be gives ford ns 
Pla. 104: to all Creatnres, Birds,  Beafts, and Fi ſhes, who 3 
© 7#Þ 227 | all depend tptrt his Bounty for their proviſion, 7} 
_ = his Providence takes 'a moxe ſpecial Care 7 
Children of Men, whom” he governs in 
anoer manner, than the' inanimate or þrutiſh 7: 
YG of the Creation';' and diſdains not to be 
Job 7-20, known” by the Title 'h;Th The Preferver of Men. 
-*- © Fori-notto 6 pry ied the unknown and invifible' &t 
Plal. 115, Orbs jind*Regions,*he' hath''given this Earth to ||| 
_ -* rhe Children "Men, and all #1 e Creatures there- Y1 
y , i 


for Reformation of MANNERS. 6 
ds +72 fo ſubſerve their uſe. 'Bat Men themſelves he Pſal, 8, 6, 
ve has made to be his Subjedts to' ſerve and obey 7, 8. 
 : Sim ; and therefore bas, þrought them under a 
&: FJ aw and the Sanction thereof, by promites of Re- 
If Fvards and threatnings of Puniſhments, as they 
= Mall be found' to behave themſelves. And hs Prov. 5.21, 
- [yes are over chem continually,to obſerve their Pro-& 15: 3- 
& [Feedings. So certain is this, that the Apoſtle 
e Fonfirms the belief of the Being of God from 
a- She Conſideration his Providerice : Tho God, Att. 14.16, 
a- Mays he, 7: times paſt ſuffered all Nations to walk 17+ 
27 their own ways ;, yet. he left not himſelf mithour 
of Wvirneſs, in that he did good, and gave us Rain 
mn From Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, filling our 
y BHearts with Food and Gladneſs, And from this 
o ET opic the Plalmiſt attempts to canvince- wicked 
i- Men of the folly of their Imagination, that God 
did not mind things below, or take notice of 
r- Fcheir Oppreſſion and Villany. They break n pal, g4. s, 
5 Gicces thy People, O Lord, and aflitt thine Heri- 6,7, 8, (3c 
> Fage. They /tay the Widow and the Stranger, and. 
- Rafitt the Fatherleſs : Yet they ſay, The Lord ſhall 
e Frot ſee, neither ſhall the God of ' Jacob regard it. 
p FUndirftand ye brutiſh among the People \, and ye 
't Fools when will yt be miſe ? He that planteth the 
4 3FEar, hall he not hear ? He that formed the Eye, 
0 hall he not ſee ? 8c, | 


e 3 Prop. Il. God doth nat only govern Men con- 
1 "Sſidered particularly and apart,” but as they coaleſce 
1 %into Societies, ar conflitute and make up diftinit 
e Kingdoms an Nations, © Rs. 
. } Thisis fo plain and perſpicuous in our Text, 
> that I need alledg nothing further by way of 
> { Probation.” 'And -what are the Kingdoms and 
| Natjons of this World, but ſo many yg 


A SERMON before the Societies 


under the care of: a wiſe God,. who reigns over | 

them as Univerſal Monarch ? If .one Man fome- ij 
times has been capable to rule many and far-di- 
tant Nations, many of whom never {aw.him, nor 
expected ever to.ſee him, and.yet obeyed volun- 


Kugs Te tarily, which was the Caſe of Cyrus.; ſurely it 


*Xenoph. 


lib. 1. 


x Tim. 6. 


15, 


2 Chron. 
20. 6, 


: changeable ? \ iS 


need be thought no ſtrange thing for God to rule 
all Nations, He is King of Kings and Lord of 
Loras,-and all Princes and Rulers are but his 
Viceroys, and Officers undegpiig, who a& by 
his Commiſſion, and are aCcountable to him 
for their management. He rules. over all the 
Kingdoms of the. World, and in higghand there ts 
Power and Might, ſo that none 1s able. to with- 
Zone wn ; and he difpoſeth of all Nations as he 
ces good. + | oy 
f ſurely there is all reaſon that he that 
made the World ſhould govern it : For he only 
is and can be the Soveraign thereof. to none 
elſe can abſolute Power and Authority belong ; 
it being the higheſt Uſurpation and Treaſon for 
any Mortal to claim = - well as impoſlible 
that he ſhould be-poſſefled of it : For he that 
is qualified to rule abſolutely,muſt have as a right 
and juſt Title to this Power, ſo*alfo all Vertues 
compleat and perfe&t in himſelf, without the 
leaft Allay or Imperfe&tion. He muſt. be the 
moſt gracious and merciful, the moſt juſt and 
faithful, the moſt wiſe.and knowing, the moſt 
apc and mighty. of all Beings. In a word, 
e muſt be Opt:;nus Maxime, the belt and the 
greateſt. Now is there any beſides. the infinite 
God that is poſſeſſed | of all theſe Perfections ? 
Is there any Man-that knows all things, or can 
do all things ? js there any Man infimte or un- | 


For 


y z 
: | toatovera in the madneſs of 
4, who c all ro wor- Sueron. 


for Refprrontion of MANNER 6. 
. For a Man. then-to make. him a doe, 


Py ths as ay 
ſhip And farely | it- mult needs i 
can never reach or attain : For let him do what! 
he'can, he can neyer make himſelf independent, 
unlimited or. infinite. 
- And as. none but God can pretend to Arbitra- 
ry Authority and. Power : fo- no Subjects are 
liged or ought to obey, meerly becauſe it is 
Rid, Jo me command ou, unleſs in things ih 
rent. For when God commands one thing, ane 
Rulers anotherave muſt a follow the Apoſtali- 


cal Practice, and lay with them, Whether xt be AQ. 4+ 19, 


reght 1n rhe fight of God to obey you rather than 
Goa, Jjuag ye 
It is God then hon Kingdoms and Nations 
ought to obey as their _— - Ruler and Ab- 
laure Judg, whole Comm ſcaled with 
= be $194, tro ben ved with- 
1 It: is he. ooly yho knows 
quf Soul "ld 1; 0W.o wha Q; gives. Laws to the 
inward as. W AS. SPrNrard þ art, and executes 
Jadgment pg y to all IRLITER Se” 
Helo s Cp ſitency with. the Laws of Rea- 
ſon and Reyel, 21 alſo, | te it-js ſuperadded, 
all are obliged to ſubmit to .the-Laws made by. 
Men for the. Nog 'of the Community. For to 
live without at Rule and Eaw- is-as-ridiculous, 
as for a Man to commit himfſelf-and-althe has to 
the impetuqus'Sex and its inconſtant Waves, in 
a Ship without either Stecrage, /Compals, Sell 
or Oars. ' Licentionfnefs indee is-offen 
for Liberty. Barat it muſt go Fen that ntl, 
pi It Is pic « Perry to. cr, 'fo be mad and * 
to 


be Do KPighels ladoeſs to vſurp that which he <jos. Philo 
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to be miſcrable. ' Anarchy as, jt is the worſt of 
Tyrannies, { it is a thing, in vain attempted, 
in the fall ſenſe of the Word 

in this World to, be ſummoned before, yet there 
15 a Law in our ſelves to which we are accounta- 
'ble ; a Conſcience that accuſeth or excuſeth us as 
we live and a&t. 'Fuvenal * therefore tells his 
Friend that he was not to think that thoſe eſcap'd 
all Puniſhment, who were not called to an ac- 
count for their Villanies by human Judicatories; 


for that ſuch-Mens Conſciences tormented them 


as much as all Racks and Tortures could do. 


Prop. III. The Fundamental Law and Inftru- 
ment of God's Kingdom over Men, whereby he 
governs them both apart and as they conflitute and 
make up diftintt Nations, 1s the Conception and 
Impreſſhon Men have of Religion as to its Princi- 
ples and Obligations | - 

Tho.God be'our Abſolute Soveraign and Lord, 
and might thus juſtly ag af of us whatever he 
pleaſeth ; vet: fiich is his Condefcenſion and 
Goodneſs, that he chooſeth to govern 'Men as free 


and rational Creatures, by commanding noth 


but what is: agreeable to their Natures, a 
makes 'for their own Intereſt .in conjunQion 


with his Honour, He gives therefore ſome 


nofices of his Being and Beneficence to all Na- 


© * ————— Cur tamen hos tu 
. Evafiſſe pures,: quos diri conſeia taQti: 
Mens haber artonicos, & furdo verbere czdir, 
Occulrum quatiente animo tortore flagellum ? 
.Paena.autem vehemens ac multo ſzyior illis, 
Quas & Cxditius gravis invenit & Rhadamanthus, 
Notte dieq, ſuym geſtare in pettore teſtem. 


** Fuven, Sat, 13. + 


tions, 


: 'For had we none 
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tions, and thereby leads their Thoughts into the 
Notion. and ' Conception of what' we call Re- 


# ligion, impreſſing their Souls with Apprehen- 


ſions of its main Principles and 'Scope : 'Tho 


{ in this he acts variouſly, leaving ſome to the 


bare condu& of Reaſon and DiQates of Con- 
ſcience, and | affording others an —_ Re- 
velation. of his Will, and that variouſly alſo ac- 
cording to the Circumſtances 'of Men in the 
World, and their different Capacities. - But in 
all this he as wiſely and mercifully' both, re- 


2 quiring no_further Improvement than in propor: 
| tion to the Talents lent : For they that fm withs Matth, 25. 


'» 
oe 


out the Law of an expreſs Rivolation, ſhall be 15, exc, 


judged only by the DiftFares of Reaſon and natural Rom. 2,11, 
Light : Whereas they that ſin under the Law fhall 12. 


be judged by it ;, for there is no reſpett of Perſons 
with God. © - i 4960 Dis - | 

The Apoſtle gives us a brief batexa&t Account 
bath of the Principlzs and Duties of Religion 
as ſuch, abſtrating from the confideration - of 
both the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Economy, in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, chap. 11. ver. 6, where 


he tells us, that he that comes to God muſt be-: 


lieve that he is, and that he is a Rewarder of 


/ them -that diligently ſeek to pleaſe him. For 


herein he ſhews us the Principles, Daties and 
Scope of Religion in one compendious View. 
Firſt, He gives an - account of the Principles 
of Religion, which are five : The 1/ is, 
That God », or that there ig 'a God. The 24 
is, That God is the Ruler and Governour of 
Men : For this is ſufficiently intimated when 


* heis called a Rewarder of Men. The 3d is, 


. 3 ble Creature; which is plainly imported when 
; | it 


; That Man is a needy, dependent and accounta- 
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it is made his-Duty- here to.came to God, tp ſeek 
 bim diligently, and to fludy to pleaſe him, and in 
+ this alſo that God is ſaid ta be. a, Rewarder of 
futh as do ſo. The 4th is, That Mens Souls are 
immortal, or at leaſt that Men ſhall live again af- 
ter; Death-z for. otherwiſe God cannot be truly 
ſaid to be -a Rewarder of then that diligently 
ſkek him, ſince ſuch: Perſons do often meet 
with the worſt Treatment. in, this preſent Life: 
The 5th, which goes inſeparably along with the 
preceding, is;- That there is a fature tate to be 
expected, where-Men will be rewarded or pu- 
iſhed according to their deeds. . In the next 
place, he propoſes to.-our Conſideration the 
| Duties of Religion, which, we are obliged to; 
viz; 1. To believe theſe Principles 3 and 2. To 
Worſhip and obey God accordingly ; which the 
Apoſtle exprefies by the Phraſes of coming to 
God, and Jeein him. To which he adds the 
manner of worſhipping and ſerving God truly, 
by commanding; us to do :{d- dilzgently.. In the 
laſt place he propoſes the End, and Deſign of 
-all Religion, which he repreſents as 4 concern 
mw Rtudy to pleaſe God, in order to be rewarded 
\. This Account of Religion 1s ſuch, that it leads 
the Mind to af eaſy and realonable Account 
of it in the general Notion. ,..For I cannot ;but 
hence form to my ſelf this'plain and conſiſtent 
Deſcription of it,; viz, That it is a ſerious F 
Concern and fudious Endeawgur to ſeck after | Y . 
God, aud come unto-him,: wm that way which 
we think will be moſt acceptable aud pleaſing 
to him; apd conſequently eftectual to reach the 
end-dehgned-: and all this'pxaceeding, from a 
right apprehenſjon, and firm 'belief of yrwin 
eing 
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| then he is tobe admired, lov'd, fear 
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Being and Beneficence, and from a juſt ſenſe of 
our T-pendencs upon him, and. accountableneſs 


to him, and of our being deſigned for a future 
Stat . and conſequently of our, being to be re- 
watded or puniſhed there, according to our Life 
and Behaviour here, with reſpeC to. the above- 


= mentioned-Concern and Endeavour. 


And as this is the, Idea we muſt ' necelſi,, 
rily have of Religion; ſo we may eaſily per- 
ceive hence how reaſonable a thing Religion is: 
For ſuppoſing the former Principles (which it 
were caly to p 
it) is there any thing that can be ſuppolegt 
more rational than this ? Is there an infinite, 
perfe and glorious Being,, whom we call God 
(a Name that imports fuch a Sons ;) Siirely 

'd and obey- 
ed by us. .Is he our Creator, and ſhall not his 
Creatures ſerve him ? Is he our Proteftor, Go- 
vernor and Benefactor ; and. ſhall we not ſub- 
je&t1our ſelyes to him, and be thankful for what 
he beſtows upon.us ? Are we every way depend- 
ing upon him, as ro Being, Life and Action 3; 
and. ſhall we not have our. conſtant recourſe un- 
to him for every thing we need ? Has he beſtow- 
ed. upon. us immortal Sohls, rational and free 


{ Spirits; and ſhall not our Souls, our Thoughts 


and Wills be employed for him, and in his Ser- 
vice ? Are-e to be happy. or miſerable hereaf- 


F ter, according as we live and behave our Rlves 


here in this Life 3, and ſhall we not then labour 
and ſiugly to at {o that we may be approved and 
rewarded by him.? So. that upon the whole and 


$ cntire view of all theſe things, we canriot but 


£ 


| 


ſee and ons that Religion is of all things the 
moſt reaſona 


— CG 
"> 


rove, tho I have now no time for . 


TY 


| le, and 's therefore by the Apoſtle Rom. 12.1: 
IF juſtly called our reaſonable Sexvice. And 
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. -Andarely it muſt be reaſonable, ſince it was 
con-created 'with Man at firſt, and interwoven | 

Gen, 1.26, with his very. Nature ; for he was made ur the | 
27s Image of God. And when Religion gets again 
the Afcendant over the Soul, whereby this Image | 

is renewed in us, we find it to- be every way || 

adapted to the Faculties of our Souls. Unto this 

Col. 3. 10 the Apoſtle gives the Title of the New Man, 


It, 12,1 z ind calls it by the name of Kzowleds, but ſuch | 


OT ————_—— 


ing, and. particularly Love or Charity, 
Eph. 4-24. anocher pla Tow Mis fr Vo 

Image of God, ſtands in Righteouſneſs and true * 

Holineſs, which is the fame with the former Ac- | | 
count. And therefore there is no ground for |. 
piecing together what the Apoſtle ſays of this |! 
in theſe two Epiſtles, as if he had given an im- '? 
perfe& account of it in each of theſe pla- 
CES, os | #1 
. Nay, thereare even Veltiges of this to be tra- |! 
ced in the degenerate Natures of unrenewed |; 
Sinners : For unleſs we believe Religion, - and |; 
have ſome Notion of it, we can never fuffici- 7 
ently underſtand for what end the very Facul- |; 
ties of our Souls were given us. For as we have |} 
bodily Organs and Senſes, whereby we are car 
pable. to converſe with material and ſenlible | 
things; ſo we have reaſon * alſo, whereby we |; 
can think of things abſtratted from Senſe and |! 


Form Separat hc nos 
\ A Grege Mutorum, atq;  ideo venerabile ſoli 
- Soreiti Ingenium, Divinorumq; Capaces, 
\. Senſum a Ceeleſt! demifſum rraximus Arces 
Fuver. Sat. 5s 


a Knowledg as carries along with. 1t Bowels of ® 
Mercies, Humility, Kindneſs, MeeRnefs, Lang: ſuffer , 
nd in 


ace he ſays, this New Man or renewed & 
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Matter,. which the Eye never ſaw, fior the Ear 
heard of, For by this we can ſoar. above things 
below; and paſs beyond the boundaries of time 
#$ and place. And let none fay, that all this is 
8 from Education ; for were there not a Faculty 
-|3 in us capable of diſcerning theſe things, all the 
.\& teaching in the world would avail us nothing ; 
| and an AG or Hog might be taught this as well 
7 as we. Nay, do we not experience this, that 
= no imperfet Obje& can give us intire and full 
Z? ſatisfation ? which ſhews us that our Souls are 
Z formed for ſomething more noble than this 
” World. 'Tis true, we know fot even finite 
' things perfetly; yet thus much we know of 
them, that they are finite and unſatisf4ory:; 
. | And therefore our Souls muſt ever remain fleet- 
27 ing and bs me, without the Objects which 

2 Religion preſents us with. £ | 


WT 1 mig here run out into tnafy things that 
”? this Subje& would lead me into. But time al- 


'” lows me only.to hint ſome few things, - and for- 
7 cesme to paſs by many others: It is from this 
.- #2 Connaturaſneſs of Religion to as, that we find 
#7 a ſecret Pleaſure ih our beitig conſcious to our 
2? ſelves that we ad virtuoully and well, tho we 
Z bring thereby no advantage to our ſelves as to 
2 this World; and that the Mind at other times is 
[4 under uneaſy Thoughts, from a ſenſe of being 
12 guilty of ſecret Evils, when notie knows of them, 
_-|4 and when all things external go fair and {tnooth: 
? Whence is it that good Men can rejoice in Tri- 
{# bulations and continued Troubles in this Life ? 
7 And whence is. it that ill Men ate ſear'd ahd 
Z tormented by the review of their own Crimes, 
# When.they are in no danger to be putiiſhed by 
rt, Met! If Fears and Yexations did only hitinf 
; Sh Cottages; 
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Cottages, we might- ſuppoſe theſe proceeded 
from the dread of temporal Punifhments: :: but 
when they infeſt the Cloſets and Thrones of 
Princes, tho never fo abſolute and above human 
Power, they muſt ſurely have another Cauſe. 
Theſe things aſſure us, that there are Rules 
and Laws, which have a peculiar relation to the 
Soul and Mind, by which it 1s to ſteer its courſe 
with reſpe& both to a preſent and future Sati: 
faction and Happineſs ; and that it has things 
to mind which immediately concern it ſelf, and 
not the Body. 

Theſe hints may ſerve to ſhew what ſutable- 
neſs and. congruity there is between Religion 
and the Soul. But this will appear further if 
we conſider what the firſt Principles and Senti- 
ments of -Religion are, which God has continu- 
ed with all Men, more or leſs. And I cannot 
forbear to ſpeak-of theſe, becauſe it is this way 
God chiefly takes to maintain his Government 
ia a moral Senſe over human Race. 

Whatever Diſcrepancy there is among Na- 
tions and Perſons as to their Sentiments of Re- 
ligion, as well as Rites and Ceremonies; yet 
full there are three things that Men have in a 
manner univerſally agreed upon in all Ages; 
and are ſufficient to give a tolerable Idea of Re- 
ligion in-general. - | 
1, Mankind hath agreed in this, That there 
IS a God, #. ce. a moſt glorious and perfect Be- 
ing, to whom we owe the moſt folemn Vene- 
ration and Adoration. Whatever abſurd Fan- 
cies ſome Nations have admitted as to the Deity, 


yet 96 ſome belief and worſhip of him: we 


find : For fo ſtrongly is this Periwaſion rooted 
in human Nature, that Men will-rather worſhip 
Os any 
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Trath. An 2. is plain - this could ok 
Callaſi a mutual | Snort rry or the 
{ince the moſt bar 
Iflanders, and the Jatct 


Nations, the remote 
Z comers Places of the World are found to 


eneral Sentiment. *'Tis tru 
the Peo £s gon 'd of about the Cape of to 


F Hope, in New Holland, who ſeem to 


no fort of Worſhip among them, an 
any thing like Reakog, Bu But Iam apt to think 
that their ferry | ray ad moe occaſians this 


_ to pe NveY Fi rod 4 "TY. are are terriſe 
at c \ | dra2unhde efore &- 
fore them may ſhow no bye of Nl "And be- 
fides, the pigns whereby expreſs their 
belief of a Deity may be at gp ol may 


be eafily en for ſame ho £1 thi ng by: th hoſe 
who ſee _ obſerve them. But i ing 


be a Race of Idiots, we canpat a Religion | 


where Reaſon is wanting, But ſuppoſing there 
were Nations ſunk ſo far below other Men as ta 
become a kind of Brutes. this militates no more 
pine our Afſertion as to Religion, than it 
inſt Mens being reaſonable Creatures, 

hem we find in Bs Places Houſes fill'd with 
Fools and mad Men. And the fame contidera- 


tion ſhews, That onr. Afſertion is no way wea- - 


kened by reaſan of the monſtrous Production 
of ſome Atheiſts in the Warld ; if indeed there 
ever were any ym Perſons really. 


not beheye the Being of a Dei. 
5s gralſcſt [dolatries a and Super- | 
yer were, are {till a Proof of this | 


= 


2. Mankind g agrees in this allgy.- $ 


That there is a CR Al ence between Virtue 
and Yice, There is = a comelinels and _ 
3 
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ty in Virtue and good Actions, and- ſuch a de-- 


formity- and monſtroſity -tn Vice and Wicked- 
neſs, that Men cannot bnt ſee and own the Con- 
trariety, And therefore all forts of People, 


even the moſt barbarous, have found it-neceſſa- 
ry to have Laws and Rules among- themſelves, 


for encouraging the one and ſuppreſſing the 0- 


ther, Tt is therefore a moſt unaccountable thing 


that there ſhould be any Pretenders to Reaſon, 
who ſhould tell us, that this Difference between 
Virtue and Vice dos not ariſe from the diffe- 
rent and oppoſite nature of the things them- 
ſelves, but from the Laws of Men, that encou- 
rage the doing one thing, and make another 
thing criminal. It wete an eaſy thing to ſhew 


the moriſtrous Abſurdity of this from ſeveral | 
Conſiderations. But I ſhall only make one Sup- { 
poſition to the Gentlemen of this Opinion, if Þ 


indeed they be ferious in making the Objecti- 


on. I ſuppoſe then that they themſelves had ;! 
al} Power in their hands, and ſhould attempt 
to make good their own Afertion by inverting !! 
all onr Laws, and give out Edits that all Men } 
ſkould lie, cheat, ſteal, raviſh and deſtroy. | 
Would theſe Crimes immediately change both 3 


Nature and Name, and become V irtues ? I ſup- 
ofe they would ſoon alter their opinion, and 
{ee that Vice was Vice ſtill, tho incouraged by 
Laws. All then that can be ſuppoſed to-be at the 
bottom with theſe Men, is that they love to live 
lawleſs themſelves. But their love- of Life and 
reſpe&t to their Eſtates; will never allow them 
to wiſh that every Man had power to kill or 
impoveriſh them ; tho perhaps they wiſh to have 

ſuch Power oyer others themſelves. 
3. Mankind likewiſe has generally agreed in 


the 
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the belief and expectation of a future ſtate of 
Happineſs as the Reward of good Men, and of 
Miſery as the Puniſhment of bad Men : tho the 
Conceptions of the Heathens were exceedi 

dark and confuſed in their Notions thereof. 
However their Styx and Tartar, and their Ely- 
ſian Fields, how fabulous ſoever, had their riſe 
from this Notion. And theſe Accounts do con- 
firm to us, that they had ſome Notion of a fu- 
ture State 3 as much as Idolatry dos fuppoſe the 
Belief of a. Deity. And how could Men avoid 
this, who. believed that God ruled the World 
in a way of Juſtice, and yet ſaw how unequal- 
ly Rewards were diſtributed here? To recon- 
cile theſe ſo oppoſite and contrary things, the 
Reaſon of Man might eaſily be ſuppoſed to con- 
clude, that God woald at laſt clear up all 
things according to the Rules of exacteſt Juitice ; 
and fince that was not done in this Life, it 
followed that there muſt be another, wherein 
Rewards and Puniſhments will be diſpenſed to 
Men impartially according to their Works, 
And this ſeems to have been at leaſt the principal 
Reaſon of their belief of this, * of which ſome 


— ——— — _—___—_—— 
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* M. Tul. Cic. Somn. Scipionis. Omnibus, qui: pa- 
triam conſervarinr, adjuverinr, auxerint, certum eſſe 
in Ccelo definicum locum, ubi beati zvo ſempirerno 
fruantur. Jbid, Immo vero 11 vivunt, qui ex corpo- 
-rum vigculis, ranquam e carcere evclaverunt. 1biz. 
Om_ cole & pictatem ;: —ea vita via eſt in Cae- 
um, &c, Manil. lib, 1. : 

An fortes anjmz dignataq; nomina Ctelo, 
Corporibus reſoluta ſuis, terraq; remiſla, 

Huc migrant ex orbe,ſuumq; habirantia Coclum, 
Achereos vivunt annos mundo; fruuntur, 
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Philoſophers arid Poets too ſeem! to have no con- | 
temptible Notion. wp nd 

Now feeing theſe things lay the foundation of | 
4 tolerable Idea of Religion in general; and. | 
imce Men, generally ſpeakihg, have in all Ages ' 
and Places believed thels Principles is it poſti- ' 
ble to conceive that they who differed in almoſt ' 
'all other things, ſhould agree by mere charice in | 
a common Miſtake and Impoſture ? I graiit that * 
it is not the bare multitude of Afﬀerters that 3 
can affure us of the truth of any thing ; ſince |} 
ſometimes the generality of Men has been found | 
to c op Ut for truth, which has at laſt been 
found to be a miſtake: For a thing is hot true be- 
cauſe voted up by the Poll, but becauſe demon- 
ſtrated by Reaſon. But then it is to be conſi- 
dered, that theſe things wherein the generality 
of Men haveerred at any time, have either been 
FaQts which the Teſtimony of one has made 
many miſtake in, or remoter Truths that depend 
upon ſome Subtilty of Reaſoning, and not fun- 
. damental and firſt Truths : And of ſuch things 
I can only be of *_ Ariforle's and f Cicero's mind, 
that what is believed by all is true. But in my : 
reaſoning en this Head, I have not barely made | 
this an Argument for the verity of Religion, that * 
moſt are on that ſide ; but have alſo diſcovered * 
that this is believed by Men, becauſe congru- + 
ous and agreeable to the univerſal Reaſon of * 
Mankind : And if the former ſaying of Arifto- 
tle and Cicero be taken in this ſenſe, look upon 
it to be as certain a Maxim as any in the Wotld, | 
or otheryiſe we have no foundation of _— \ 
at all, _ Leſe 


| * "0 ir ons? dime Gar paler. Arif, 
T Quod ompibus viderur, eſt, Ci. 
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Theſe things being thus laid down, lead our 
Minds inſenſibly to ſee the Truth of the Pro- 
poſition : For whatever way God influenceth the 
Minds of Men to apprehend theſe, whether by 
Impreſſions from himſelf, or by a natural tho oc- 


calt Derivation from Parents by generation, in 


the ſame way that the ſame Tempers and Diſpoſt- 
tions are communicated to them ; or whether he 
doth this by giving hints of theſe things to the 


minds of Men by the ſecret Voice of Angelical 
' Meſſengers, or only by traditional Conveyance 
and Converſe with others, and our improving 


our own Reaſons from thence by conſidering 


and laying together things repreſented to us by 
' our Senſes: I ſay, whether God affords Men 


Notices and Principles by all theſe ways, or any 
of them ; ſtill I am ſatisfied there is fach an uni- 
verſal Notion and Belief of Religion. And this 
being ſuppoſed, we muit needs conclude, That 
this muſt be the great Law and Inſtrument of 


God's governing Men, ſince he muſt govern 


them according to their Natures. And it were 


caſy to ſhew that it is no more the eſſential Pro- 


perty of Man to be a reaſonable Creature, than 
It is to be a religious one; and I believe it is 
more difficult to prove that Brutes have nothing 
- Reaſon, than that they have nothing like Re- 

igion. | 
But I cannot forbear giving my thoughts ſome 
farther Scope on this Head, by hinting to you 
how theſe Principles, and the Notion and Belief 
Men have of Religion do exert themſelves. Some 
things there are which ſpring from the above- 
mentioned Principles of Religion,which, if right- 
ly improved, do exceedingly tend to prowote 
Godlineſs ; and which the wiſe Rector of Men 
; = G4 makes 
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makes great uſe of in the Government of the 
World. But before I propoſe theſe, I muſt pre- 
miſe this one Conſideration ; that the Voice and 
Deſire of Nature is a quite different thing from } 
that of Vice and Luft : For Corruption of * 
Mind differs as much from its natural Conſtity- | 
tion, as ſickneſs dos from health of Body. A 
Man in Sickneſs may long for things hurtful ; 
but Nature left to it ſelf, and not ſuppreft, has 
a defire only to things innocent and good, = 


- Now there are two forts of Defires or Appe- 


tites in the Souls of Men ;, which I ſhall chooſe 
to call by the Deſignation of Primary and Secon- 
dary ones; becauſe the firſt ſort are more clear- 
ly the Produt of the Remains of Religion in 

ens Nature : Whereas the ſecond ſeem at 


firſt view to ariſe wholly from Corruption and 


vicious Habits of- Mind ; which vet we may 
trace further, even to' the rational Faculties of 
our Souls, tho they run thro theſe as vitiated in 
their Acting, and ſo bear the Impreilion of - the 
ſame Qbliquity. Ls | 

- The Primary AﬀeCtions, Deſires, and Appe- 
pak which ſpeak forth the Remain of Re- 
igion in the Soul to be their Original, and 
which God makes great uſe of in the Govern- 
ment of Men, and which likewiſe tend na- 
turally, where they are improved, to promote 
Virtue and Piety, and the ood of Nations : 
Theſe primary Deſires, I ſay, are chiefly - theſe 


following 3 which I can only juſt propoſe as 


Hints to be dilated- and ftretch'd out by your 


own Meditations. The Firſt is, The Love that 


naturally all Men have to what is noble, ,excel- 


Jent,. valuable and good, Wiſdom, . jujtice, 


(Goudnefs, Love, Kindneſs and Faithfulnefs, are - '! 
—_ 
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fach raviſhing things, that wherever they are found 


| 'or ſuppoſed to be, they force delight in us, and 


admiration and reſpec from us ; eſpecially where 
they are found in Perfetion. When therefore we 
have any true Idea of the Divine PerfeQtions,weare 
unavoidably prompted to admire, love and adore 
God. The Reaſon therefore that Men are not 
more univerſally taken with theſe things, as re- 
preſented by Religion, is not becauſe they hate 
uch things; but becauſe they will pot allow 
themſelves to believe that Religion is poſſeſſed 
of theſe good things, as being intoxicated with 
the love of imaginary Perfections, which run 
counter to theſe Realities, which Religion pro- 
poſes as the only excellent things, condemning 
at the ſame time thoſe fancies that ſuch Men 
doat upon. The Second is, The Propenſion 
and ſecret Wiſh that naturally ariſes in our 
Souls, That we might be ſo happy as to bave 
a Friend that might be univerſally uſeful to us ; 
one who could infallibly direR us in all things, 
who would be loving, kind, and ſympathizing, 
would be ſo faithful that we might intirely con- 
fide in him, who were capable to make us happy 
every way, and who could be ſubje& ta-no Paſ- 
ſton, Humour, or Change. Now a Friend thus 
perfect 1s but another Name for God; and 
therefore this ſeems to be the very breathi 
of Nature after him, pointing to God as the 
Needle in the Compals to the North Pote. And. 
is it not madneſs-then, for Atheiſts to laugh at 
thoſe who believe God is, at the ſame time they 
wiſh there were ſuch a one ? I might take occa- 
fjon here to ſhew, that it is no {mall proof that 
{50d is, to ſee that it is the univerſal Wiſh of 
buman Natureat bottom, that ſuch a one were: 
| For 
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For this ſuppoſes ſome Conception of a'God. 
And how 1s it poſſible that any finite Bein 

ſhould forge the Idea of an infinite One, 1 
God himſelf did not impart this as far as we 


_ are made capable. to receive it ? For without 


this, we cannot ſolve the Difficulty by a tradi- 
tional Conveyance : ' For who gave 1t to: that 
Man that imparted it to me; and who again to 
him ? &c. Beſides, tho our mixed Notions may 
be falſe, as we may conceive a Mountain of 
Gold, tho it be not, by putting two very different 
Notions together withont reaſon ; yet the ſim- 
ple Notions, of which mixt ones are compoſed 

muſt, I conceive, be true ; or otherwiſe we could 
have no Conception of them : For I cannot un- 
derſtand how the Glaſs of the Mind ſhould 
form the Idea of fimple Beings that are not. any 
more than a Mirror can receive and exprels the 


' Image of what is not before it. But that I 


may not digreſs too far, I ſhall only ſay further 
that I look upon God as a neceſſary Being, and 
am of Braqwardin's mind, who ſomewhere 
* proves, fhat it is impoſlible for God not to ex- 
iſt. The third Appetite and Defire of the ra- 
tional Nature is, To be immortal. ' Life is fo 
noble a Bleſling, that withoat it we can enjoy 
no other. And hence, even thoſe who believe 
not a future Life, or the Souls Immortality, do 


a__ 


* O.quam necefle eſt Deum eſſe ! Qui-fi. non effet, 
mihil efſer verum, nihil efſer falſum, nihil effer neceſſa- 
rium, nihil efſer contingens, nihil efſet poſſibile, nihil 
eſſer impoſſibile. O quam necefle eſt Deum eſe, 

uem impoſlibile eſt non efſe! Bradwardinus de Cauſe 
YH Is Sono 
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ſillwiſh that this Life were perperaal Ahnd Felo's 
de ſe: prove nothing agatnft this, being juſtty 
lookt upon by all Men to be in a fit of madnefs 
when they do ſo. The ARtion of Cato anid fore 
other brave Heathetis ſay lefs againft this :  de- 
cauſe they believed a future ſ{ite and the Soul's 
immortality; And leaft of all can any argue a- 
gainft this from the deſires of Pax! and other 
good Men to die, and of the primitive: Chrif- 
tians Thirſt after Martyrdom : for all theſe had 
reſpe&t toa future Life and eternal Rewards ; 
even as Chriſt himſelf for this end endured the 
Croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame. As 

_ As for the poor Atheiſt,he ſtands here by hin- 
If alone : whoſe miſerable comfort is to hope 
doubtingly (for he can nevet be certain) that 
he ſhall ever be without ſenſe of miſery, z. e. 
without comfort alſo. But as it is highly impro- 
bable to imagine that the moſt noble part of 
Man ſhould be.brought into a ſtate of non-enti- 
ty, when even the Body is not ſo, tho diffol- 
ved; ſoI queſtion nor but all unprejudic'd Think- 
ers will conclude that this univerſal wiſh to be 
immortal, renders the ſentiment of a future 
fate highly reaſonable. A. fourth Appetite of 
the reaſonable Nature is, a defire after = t- 
neſs, or a Life free from Vexation and Trouble 
None can poſlibly deny this who is not a ſtrar- 
ger Þoth to himſelf and others. All Men love 
eaſe, joy, peace and comfort : and thefe Reli- 
gion not only repreſents, but makes offer.of., 
And all Men naturally hate ſorrow, vexation, 
trouble and miſery : and theſe Religion offers 
to freeus totally from hereafter, and to prevent 
in a great meaſure and alleviate here. It has 


indeed ſuch refpeR to the dignity-of human na- 


cure, 
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ture, as well as its Intereſt, that it reſtrains us 
from unmanly., brutyh and hurtful [raſeres It 
does with us, as we do with Children, whom 
we keep from drinking Poiſon tho pleaſant to 
the taſt,. and from 1 H- Serpents, tho 
their skins appear fine. All the quarrel then 
that Men can pretend againſt Religion is, be- 
cauſe it defers our joys too long. But beſides 
that Religion is accompanied even :here with 
many advantages and | oyrrata ; the excellency 
and reaſonableneſs of Religion is ſeen in this 
very thing : for it aſcertains us of unmixed joy 
as ſoon as we ſhall be ripe for it. If a Patient 
demand to go abroad into the fields, when he is 
not able to raiſe his head from the pillow with- 
out trouble : ſhall we quarrel with the Phyſici- 
an, for telling him mildly that he fhall be al- 
lowed fo to do, as ſoon as the rage of the Dif- 
temper is abated, and he in caſe to walk a- 
broad ? 

Lo here a Specimen of the primary Deſires 
and Appetites of Men, which God makes uſe of 
as fo many handles to turn the As of their 
mind in what Channel he pleaſeth, and thereby 
alfo their Lives and Converſations, Studies and 
Employments. But there are others of a worſe 
name and charater, which perhaps are no leſs, 
yea often more and more immediately made 
uſe of in the Conduct of the World and the 
Government of Nations. For the wiſe Rector 
of Men knows how to ſubſerve himſelf by the 
worſt of Inſtruments, and to carry on his de- 
ſigns by the very things that we would think 


tend to oppoſe and fruſtrate the fame. Me 

Pſ. 76. To, 714kks the wrath and humours of Men to praiſe 
ICor.n, 
27, 23, 


him. Things that are great and mighty he brings 
HOT | ow 
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down by things that are mean and deſpiſed \, nay 
even by ing that. are not, but .are Jpied > Chi- 


merical and Imaginary. ' And ſuch a thing is 
Honor, which. tho it be often but a vain Phan: 
tom, has yet been the occaſion of doing the grea- 


teſt things that Hiſtory has to ſpeak of. This. 
and the other ſecondary and derivative Appetites- 
of Men, tho blended with Vice, ſo as often to 


deſerve to come under no other Gen, are yet 
ſuch, that a wiſe Man will be forc'd to trace 
their Original.to the very rational and immor- 


tal Nature of the Soul, even tho they appear 


coloured with purulent. and faetid ſteams from 
the Dunghil of Corruption, wherewith our Na- 
ture ſince the Fall is clog'd, and in a great mea» 
fure ſtopt up. And ſince I mentioned Honour juſt 
now, let thatbe the firſt _ to he conſidered 
under this Head ; All Men have an itch to be 
honoured and eſteemed, from the Prince to the 
Peaſant. There is none ſo mean ſpirited, but he 
has an ambition to be valued in his way. This 
inſpires even Tradeſmen and Artiſans to ſpend fo 
many years in learning the Grounds and Rules 
of their ſeveral Occupations ; not only to get 
Bread, but to excel, if poſlible, in their ſeve- 
ral ſtations : for whois there that is not aſham'd 
to be accounted an Tgnorams in his Profeſſion ? 
But this is more eminently ſeen in Soldiers, 


who leave their Friends and Country, endure 


fatigues, ruſh into ſeen dangers, bear up under 
bardſhips, and run the risk of their life . almoſt 
continually ; and all this in hopes to get honor, 
and ro be raiſed to ſome Poſt where they ma 
be more. taken notice 'of, and live in more e 
teem : in the mean time comforting themſelves 


that if. they die, it is in the field of glory nd | 
e 
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bed ' of Honor. Such a.'Thirft after. Honor is 
Aebnchadnezzar, Cyrus, Alexander anti Cafwr, 
God made uſe of tonew-model the World four. | 
ſeveral times. And in ſhort, all the great Acti- 
ons of the fam'd Hero's of the World, have 
moy'd very much on this Hinge. Sce then how 
eallly can govern :the World by this ane. 
thing. An Ambition.and Thirſt after the Hos, 
nor to be great, has in{pir'd 'a mighty Prince to- 
deſtroy his Neighbours and oppreſs his Subjects. 
And a laudable and noble Ambition to be great 
in Goodneſs, . has inſpir'd a greater . Soul'd 
Monarch to ſtop him in his career, and to un- 
plume him of this his airy feather, to the ſecuri- 
ty and peace of many Nations, as well as his 
own real Glory. Now. whence does this deſire 
of Honor ſpring up in the:Souls of. Men ? fare- 
ly from one of the firſt Principles of Religion, 
viZ, a juſt height of Spirit, .to at agreeably to 
our nature, not to ſtoop to unmaniy thi 

and what are beneath .us, but to aſpire to the 
Eſteem and Approbation of God, to-ſeek his 
Honor, and that which thoſe that honour him 
may expett from his Goodneſs upon ſo doing. 
This we may trace even in the moſt crooked 
and {miſter courſes that ſome Men take. But 


we may find it illuſtriouſly diſplay'd in the gals | 


lant and truly noble performances of the Ser- 
vants.of God ; Who. thro faith ſubdued Kingdams, 
wrought Righteouſneſs, obtained Promiſes, ftapt the 
mouths of Lyons, . quench'd the violence of the fe, 


__ the edg of the ſword, out of meakneſs mere 


ftrong, waxed valiant in fight, and twr- 
ned to flight Armies of Alitns, The ſecond thing 
of this fort, which I would mention, is akin 


great 
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reat things has this alſo inſpired Mer to do ? 
Fo this it is owing, that we bave ſo many 


of the Writings of learned Men. To this we 
are oblig'd for the Account we have of the [n-- 


ventors of Arts, as well as for the Invention of 


them ; for the Account Hiſtories have preſerved 
to us of the great Men of Antiquity, as well as 


their great Actions ; and for the Structures and-. 


famous Monuments, that continue to be the" 
wonder ſtill of theſe laſt Ages. The Pyramids' 
of Egypt and the reſt of the wonders of the: 
World, and the Monuments of old Greece 
and Rome, as well as the late Atchievments in 
ArchiteQure, Sculpture, Limning, Ingraving 
and Statuary, do owe their ſeveral Productions 
to this thing we call Fame. And whence does 
this proceed but from the immortal Nature of 
the Soul, or from an immortal defire to be 
known to future Ages ? If ſome have deſtroyed 
Temples, and laid waſte Countrys from hence :: 
yet ſtill we may trace the Principle: thro-the ir-' 
regularity of the means Men have made viſe of- 
to reach thisend, A third thing that would” 
conſider is Covetouſnefs, and an unfatiable De-- 
fire of acquiring Riches. This likewiſe has a' 
mighty influence in the Government of the 


World : ſince from hence the Strength and Se--. 


curity of Nations- in Peace, and their Sinews 
and Atchievments in War do very much pro-' 
ceed, I know there is nothing more contrary 
to the ſpirit of Religion than this, as Religion" 
is truly diſplayed in Scripture, eſpecially the' 


JL. 


New Teſtament, where Coverouſnejs #5 called 1-'Col, 3. 5: 


dolatry. But this does not hinder-the wiſe God' 
from making uſe of this- unruly Paſſion for wiſe 
ends, as Experience convinceth us OO 

ere- 


J2 
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Thcrefore if we allow. our ſelves to conſider the 


* Original of this, we ſhall find, that however 


depraved a Principle it be now, yet its firſt O- 
Tiginal is the moſt noble that can be. For it 
proceeds from no leſs a Principle than that of 
Self-preſervation , whereby we are obliged to 
ſeek after all thoſe things that tend to our Good 
and real Advantage. Only Men, by .reafon of 
Sin, miſtaking the things wherein their real 
Good doth ſtand, have 1ottiſhly fallen into a 


_ groſs Notion of placing it in things tranſitory 


and vain, inftead of truly valuable and perma: 
nent enjoyments. The fourth and. laſt thing I 
ſhall mention under this Head, is the irregular 
deſire of Knowledg we call Curioſity. By this 
all Arts and Sciences have been cultivated and 
arrived to that degree of Perfection they are 
at this day come to. Now, tho this may run to 
an excels, yes it is eafie to trace its Original. 
For the improvement and cultivation of our Un- 
derſtandings is certainly one of the principal 
Duties of Reaſonable Creatures. But this is 
our weakneſs, that ſince the Fall, inſtead of 
minding the grand Concerns of -our Souls, and 
what tends .to make us wiſer and better Men, 
we are apt to miſpend our time and exhauit our 
Spirits in ſtudying things of little or no uſe; 
Yet this miſtaken Improvement of Reaſon, the 
wiſe God makes uſe of for moſt noble ends ; 
ſo as to make great and excellent Diſcoveries a- 
riſe from theſe Studies, otherwiſe. barren and 
uſeleſs: as appears 4 wa y from the advantages 
that Divinity it {elf has -received from the Cri- 
tical, Chronological 'and Topogra 
veries of curious Me, - as well as from the Im- 
provements. that Mechanical Imployments have | 
a 


oical Diſco- 
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had of late from the: Cultivation of the Ma- 
thematicks. tl, HD 2th 

What I have ſaid in all this, lets us ſee that 


| Religion is not only the Fundamental Law and 


| Inftrument whereby .God y_ Men apart, 


{ with our Natures, that the main Principles of 


| tians: Far how is it png that he that gives 


| but as they jom together an 


make up Societies 
and Nations: For if Religion be ſo interwoveri 


it are univerſally owned and believ'd ; and if 
the Appetites and Deſires of the Soul run in this 
Channel, even when Men think little of this 


matter ; then certainly we muſt conclude; that 
| the thing which is fo natural to all the Indivi- 


duals which compoſe Societies, muſt be necefſa- 
ry to them alſo as united in Society. But leſt 
ſome may not be able to ſee the full force of this 
Reaſoning, I ſhall propoſe ſome Conſiderations, 
which will prove this directly and immediately; 
And, 1/, Religion muſt be neceflary to the 
well-being - of Nations, becaiiſe it makes Men 


| avoid thoſe things which diſturb all human So- 


cieties 3' ſuch as Lying, Cheating; Slandering, 
Violence, Thefts, Murders, Lewdneſs, Rioting, 
Drunkenneſs, and Rebellions : for it is plain, 
that it is only from the want of Religion that 
Men run into theſe things 3 whereas when Re- 
ligion-gets the Afcendant over any, they im- 
mediately. abandon theſe V ices and Sins. - 
2adly. Religion therefore is neceſſary to the 
Peace and Proſperity of Societies, betaule it is 
the Spring and Original of all vertuoks and no- 
ble Actions, and regular living © For this makes 


Men ſober and harmleſs, honeſt and plain, ras 


tional 'and conſiderate z in ſhort, good Citizens, 
and Country-men, becauſe gapd Men and Chri 


up 
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-up. hirhſdf wholly. to. God: and-Chriſt, fincerely 
and truly, ſhould be as ſenſual, revengefal, ow 


Co On and: im ſann, as wicked a 


 -3aly, Religion mult be neceflary to the good 
' of go mg aſe: by it the very. Pillars: of 
all bly conltituted- Goyerninents are ſup- 
p08 Now. the Pullars of Societies 'on- Which 
Hpppinek and Security: lean, are chiefly | 
$e [comm Union; 'Order, Juſtice;;and- Di- | 
ligence 5/ and certainly there/is nothing'tends fo | 
-much to PROG theleas Religion. 'For, 1, 1s 
-not- this the: chief Incentive: toi Love and:Union ! | 
tho many in this, 'as well'as::in, other! things, | 
A walk: contrary to 'its -Maxims: For 'has not | 
Joha3.35- Chriſt ſaid, By this ſhall alt: Men know that. ye 
my Dijciples, if -ye dove ' one. another? And 
goth 1 not the Apoſtte command, that - mhereir: | 
Ptul, 3-16. we are agreed, we' ſhould walk'by the Jame: Rule, 
and the ſame things, as the'way tolader- 
ftand org prejudice the Jobs 'wherem me 
,-and in order" to he blet of: God with | 
| ther Light and Love? | So that it is not- the | 
having but the wanting Religion, even-himany 
ur Prefers raach-to- i: that-miakes them fo far 
m this Rule and: Example, to-the fn- | 
zard. of the Publick Peace as welt as-their own, | 
| fince Nations divided into s are inidan- | 
y of rain. 2. Reba encouragethigadd-Or- 
Men ; for by it we are> taught 'to 
1 Cor. 7.10, hits 5 inthe Calling wherein me arein Promdence | 
Rom. 13.7. plac 'd; #0: Sv Honour : to Magiftrates: to:whom 
Heb. 7. 17. * is due ;, to obey. ſpiriznal:Rulers alſa; <--7yor ic | 
& 13. 5 content with-what we have, and:not 00\8282/y; Bf 
bow a word, -Relative -Duttzs are: 


thaehy io oner to arry rely col 
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forts of Men, as Superiors, Inferiors, or Equals 
under all the Cirennitatoes Relati _ 
Obligation, and of Sex, Age and” Quality. 

3: And ſurely there is nathing which is more the 

. Reſult of genuine Piety, than Juſtice and Faith- 
fulneſs in our Stations. For he that commands 


 Piety, requires Tuftice and Aercy to our Neigh- Mic, 6, 8, 


botrs in” the ſame breath; Nay, our Saviour 

recommends this ſo much, that not content to 

ſay in one place, that the Law and the Pro- Mat. 22, 

prets did all lean upon theſe two great Principles, 37> 39s 

to Love God, and aur Neighbours as our ſelves ;, 

he adds in another, that all the Law .and the Mat. 7+ 12, 

Prophets might be comprehended an this one Rule, 

To do to others as we would have them do to us, 

4. And is not Religion the great Incentive and 

Motive: to Diligence ? for hereby we are taught 

to learn and rofl s * honeft Trades, and to provide 

things haneft in the fight of all Men, and ta be _—_ 2. 

diligent in our buſineſs and particular Callings, Ph - 26 

aid not to be flothful. there; far that-if we © © 4 

work not, -neither ought we to eat. my 
4tbly. Nay, let me add this alſo, that with- 

out this Societies cannot paſlibly {ubljit ; For 

take away Religion-and all the Obligations jt 

liys-us under to Love, :Peace, Charity, Juſtice 

and Truth, and all things mutt immediately run 

into 'Confalion and Ruin : For this wogld, overs 

tirn all Government, Settlement and Society it 

ſelf, and” reduce Men into Hobbs his State of 


—_—_ A RY a 


* Tit, 4. 14+ The cope of the Apoſtle in this place, 


as well 4s the words, induceth me to render it asit s in” 


the Margin of our Bibles : And T take it to be @ parallel 
Expreſſion. with Paul's words, As 20. 34, 35« 


D 2 War, 
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War, where Men a as the ivild Beaſts of the 
Deſert, fight and kill one another, as their | 


greafer Strength or Cunning would give them 
opportunity. Now if Atheiſtical Gentlemen 
find this too nice and tender a Point to be in- 
truſted with the Vulgar, but chuſe rather to 
keep it a Myſtery (tho they ridicule other 
Myſteries;) why then do they tax Church-men 
and Religious Perſons with Hypocriſy and 
cheating the common People ? For, as where 
there 15 no Law, there 1; no Trawſgrefſion ;, 10 
there is no Hypocriſy, no Cheat, no Sin, where 
there is no Religion. | = 

5thly. The neceſlity of Religion in order to 


the well-being of the World, appears frcm the 


very Practice of thoſe who declaim moſt' againſt 
it, who are forced to have recourſe to ſome- 
thing elſe in lieu of it, that Confuſion in the 
World may be prevented. This is plain from 
their owning the neceſſity of Order and Go- 
vernment : For otherwiſe, why do they not 
plead for Mens being exempted from haman 
Laws, as well as from the Laws of Religion ? 
For what Benefit or Liberty have Men by being 
taught to deſpiſe the Laws of Religion, if ſtill 
they be kept in awe by the Anthority of Rulers ? 


- If we mult be under Reſtraints, why does the 


Atheiſt find fault with thoſe of Religion ? Or, 


if he would have us to be under no Rettraints, 


why does he reckott human Laws neceſſarg ? 
elpecially ſeeing without Religion no Reſtraints 
can be binding : For it is this alone that can 
give Law to the Mind, and bind Men by - the 
Obligations of their own Conſciences, even the 
greateſt, who fear not human Laws. ' So that 
to this Legillators are beholden that their Laws 
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are obey'd, and even Atheiſts themſelves, that 
they have Security as to Life and Eſtate. . 

And now, I hope, by this time I have fav'd 
my ſelf the trouble of giving a formal Anſwer 
to the uſual Objections that Atheiſts make againſt 
Religion. | 

Whereas therefore it is a common faying 
with ſuch Men, that all Religion is but Cheat 
and Hypocriſy, I hope I have faid enough to 
prove the contrary. I ſhall therefore only add 
this further, That Hypocriſy ſuppoſeth the Verity 
of Religion. For can that which never was be 
counterfeited ? Or, can there be a Hypocrite, 
if there never was a religious and vertuous 
Man ? This is as impoſlible, as to talk -of conn- 
terfeiting Coins and Medals, that neither are 
nor ever were. Therefore I conclude, that 
were not Religion the moſt excellent thing 1 
the World, it would never be made the moſt 
ocjonn pretence for Evil: under the counter- 
eit Stamp of the pretended Authority whereof 
ill Men think to perpetrate Wickednels the more 
ſecurely. | 
) Again; Whereas ſome Men have pretended 
that Religion is the: great cauſe of all the Con- 
fuſions and Troubles that Nations; and Societies 
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fall under : I think I have ſaid enough to ſhew 
the falſity of this, for they are the very Oppoſites 
thereof that give Birth to theſe. It is Idolatry 
and Superſtition, Atheiſm and Infidelity, Am- 
bition and Covetouſneſs, Inhumanity and Ma- 
lice : Theſe, I ſay, are the things that lay Ci: 
ties and Countries waſte, that overturn King- 
doms and Commonwealths, and that prompt 
Men to ſhed innocent Blood, and butcher thoſe 
that differ from them. Let either Papiſts or 
D 3 Pro- 
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Proteſtants pretend what they will, if they 


ſhall be found to force Merinto their Opmions - 


by Fire,” Sword and Dragooning, by Inquifi- 
ons, 'Gallies and Maffacres,, or by - Fines, Im- 
priſbninent and Baniſhment, or any other ſpe- 
cies of Perſecution : All ſober and good Men 
who n VA wid Eyes in their Heads, muſt look 
upon thetti'as'Godleſs and Irreligious Men; who, 
to all thetr other Vices, have a monſtrous ſhare 
of Imprdence, whe they are not aſhanrd to 
father ſuch Villanies on the meek and bleſſed 


Jeſus, and his excellent Inſtitution of Religion: | 


Jam. 3-17. For Chriſtianity is f/f pure, then peaceable, 
jee v.14,15, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy 
16. 3d good Works, without Hypocriſy, and without 


Paytialiry. Tt breaths nothing but Truth and 
Love, Beneficence and Kindneſs, Mercy and 
univerſal Charity, Purity and Innocence. Can 
Men'be ill becauſe they love and adore Infinite 
Goodneſs, and fiudy to bear its Image-in being 
good, and - doing good? Can the loving our 
Neighbours as our ſelves occaſion us to hate and 
abuſe them ? Or, can they who ſtudy to render 
to all what is their due, Honour to: whom Ho- 
nou, and Obedience to whom Obedience; I 


_ ſay, can this make Men factions, rebellious and 


ſeditions? He that can believe theſe things, 
there is no Contradiction but he may fwallow 
afterwards, h 

And now, I ſuppoſe, I have fully proved the 
Propofition I laid down. For if Religion be thus 
natural to Men; if the main Principles there- 
of: be acquieſced in generally; if ſach are the 
Inclinations and Deſires of Mens Souls, that they 
run in this Channel whether they -will or not; 
and if this thing we call Religion be abſolntely 


neceflary 
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|neceſſiry to the Peace ind Welfare df Socleties; 


] ſay,” if theſe things be thus, then ſarely God, 
and Ptinciples he has oh 'them, muſt be fup- 
poſed to make uſe of this as the great Faw and 
Inſtrament of his Kingdom over Men. But 
this wilt be ſtill plainer by what we ate to ſay 


improve or abuſe the Principles of 'Retigion he 
gives them, "LIK, SIN 

In the mean time, this Argument- for the 
Truth of Religion reſults from what” { have 


I ſaid, the force of which, 1 Pa, no*Man can 


put by, v:z. That a thing which is 'o agree- 
able to the ' very nature and faculties of our 
Souls, which all Men agree in the general -No- 


natural Defires of the Soul tend towards, and 
which Societies and Mens Safety carmot fubſit 
without : that, I ay, a thing which in all theſe 
reſpeRts is ſo neceflary and reaſonable, muſt be 
a great Reality and Truth, and muſt therefore 
be believed aRually to be. And that this 
the cafe with Religion, 1 think I have proved. 


Not that I pretend to have difcourſed tully on 
this great Head, which had been impoſſible to 
perform in fo ſhort a time, and imiproper for 


the occafion : Only what * others have ſaid more 
largely on this Head, 1 have given fich an a@ 


_ oe -. ow awss 


 * See Grotius de Verit. Rel. Chrift. Srillingfl. Orig. 
Sacr. Baxter's Reaſons of the Chrift. Faith, Wilkins 
o Natural Religion. Wilſon's Pyconſe of - Re 
arker of the Law of Nature and Ch 
Diſcourfe of Natural and Revealed Relig. Gaſtre| 
Refigion in gentrat. Jaquelor de L'Exiftence de Dieu. 
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farther, as to God's dealing with Men as they 


tion and Belief of the Principles of, which the 
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cont of, as may fatixfy unprejudic'd Perſons, 

and give ſome diſtin Ideg of Divine Provi- 
dence in the Government of Men and Nations, 
in order to lay a Foundation for the ſucceeding 
part of our Diſcourſe, | | 


Prop. IV. That Kingdoms and Nations, in the 
ordinary courſe of God's Providence, are dealt 
with in proportion to the. Knowledg which they have 
of Religion, and their Prattice thereof ;, and are 
therefore bleft or curt, raiſed or ruined, as they 
are vertuous or wicked, more or leſs. 
'. We have made ſome Inquiry into the Funda- 
mental Law of God's Government over Men ; 
and we are now to conſider how God doth 

ut this in Execution. Tt is a vain thing to give 
ws to | Men if they are art liberty to break 
them, without fear of being called to an ac- 


count. But we may be ſure, whatever negle& 


there may be this way in human Govern- 
ments, the righteous Judg of the whole Earth 
will do juſtly : For this is his declared Rule 
and Maxim of Government, He that honours 
me, ſoak be honoured by me ;, but he that deſpiſeth 
me, ſhall be lightly efteemed. 

But I am not to conſider here the Methods of 
Divine Proyidence in relation to particular Per- 


. ſons, but-with reſpe&t to Communities, or Na- 


tions. My Text runs only upon this Head, 
and therefore I was willing to confine my ſelf 
to it in the Propoſition I am now upon. 
' I aflert that God deals thus with Nations in 
the ordinary courſe and tenor of his Providence, 
that. I might. cut off all Quarrels and Debates 

out his Power abſolutely conſidered ; and be- 


auſe I was willing to be modeſt in expreſſing 


_ my 
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my Thoughts of ſo nice and myſterious a 


' Subje& as this of Providence is; tho had I 


expreſſed my ſelf without this limitation, I 
had not thought I had undertaken a Subject too 

e defended. For whatever may be 
ſaid with reſpe& to God's Condudt of particy- 
Jar Perſons, in aflifting good Men, and proſpe- 
ring the wicked for ſome time, of which we 
are certain from Experience and Matter of Fact; 
yet we muſt remember that the caſe of Com- 
munities is vaſtly different jn this particular : 
For God's Procedure with reſpe&t to the Miſe- 
ries of good Men, and Proſperity of ill Men, 
may be ſalved by a reference to a fature State: 


Whereas we muſt have a very groſs Notion of 


things, if we imagine that Human Spejenics as 
ſuch, have the like relation to another Warld. 
I ſuppoſe it might juſtly be thought needleſs 


" 


labour formally to prave what I have laid . 


down in*this Propoſition. For, beſides that ir 
is the native Conclufion- of what has been al- 
ready faid, and muſt be therefore true, if the 
Premiſes be ſo ; my Text is ſuch a Proof of it, 
as renders all othery ſuperfluous : For from this 
it is plain, that Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation 
and that Sin not only is its ſhame, but tends alſo 
ro its Run, | 
And there is ſuch a natural, and as it were, 
neceflary Connexion between Vertue and Peace, 
and between Vice and Vexation, that ſhews us 
the Reaſonableneſs of this Suppoſition. As the 
rudent and wiſe Carriage of a Man tends to 
ring his Afﬀairs into order, and Incogitancy 
and Diffoluteneſs to run them into Confuſion : 
ſo a wiſe Regulation in a Nation tends to its 
Settlement, and the contrary Practice » its 
Ul, 
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Ruin. When we ſee a Man give himſelf up to 


Intemperance, and all manner of Impiety, we 
conclude that both his Eſtate, Body and Mind 
muſt ſaffer by ſo-doing. And ſurely it is as reaſo- 
nable to ſuppoſe, . that Publick Corruptions and 
Mal-adminiſtration muſt tend'to the Detriment 
of the Nation, as to its Secyrity and Peace. 

u 


From whence we may juitly conclude, that” 


as God carr be aid in no fenſe to be the Author 
of Mens Sins; ſo neither can he be faid, in a 
rigid ſenſe, to be the Canſe of their Miſery : He 


is the Efficient indeed of what they ſuffer, but 


not the Canſe that they do ſuffer. - He is the 
Adthor of their Puniſhment; as the Jude is of the 
Execution of the MalefaQors. whom he paſſeth 


Sentence againſt, declaring that he finds ſuch Per- 


ſons have done that which makes them incur 
the Penalties of the Law. Therefore it is faid 
that the Sinners Hands make the Snares by which 
they are caught. And God tells the Jews, in the 
words following our Text, That rhe tendency of 


16. their Sins was, to make their Land deſolate and 


Pfal. 7. 12, © perpetual hiffing. For if 4 Man will not turn to 


13, I6. 


' and Fs 


God and obey him, he us ares the Inſtruments of 
Death againſt . him : which is only to retars his 
Miſchief upon his own Head, and his violent deal- 
ing on his own Pate. 

F might here illuſtrate the Propoſition, from 
the account Hiſtory hath given us of the Punith- 
ment of Nations, particularly the famous Mo- 
narchies of the World. For it was the heighth 
of Wickedneſs that broke the Force and Power 
of both the Babylonian, Perſian, Grecian and 
Roman ires : God made the very Luxury 

eineſs of thoſe puiſſint Nations thelg 
Scourge and Plagne, and afterwards =_ De- 
Bo ion. 
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ſtruRtion, Even * Tuvenal in his time obferv'd 
this with refpe&'to Rowe, God would not de- ' 
ſtroy. Pharavh and hisPeople rill' their Wicked- 
neſs and Obſtinacy was come to' the utmoft - 
heighth : Nor would he cut off the Canaanres 


43 


until rheiy Ca of Wickedneſ'was full, that 3 


Juſtice could ſtay no longer. Therefore the me- 


thod that Satan has ever taken-to- bring De- 


ſtruction: upon a People, is ts deftroy their Mo- 
rals, and: render them univerſally profane and * 
wicked ; for this way he throws them ont from 


the Divine Prote&ion. When the Sorcerer B- umb. 25. 
liam could” not prevail againſt Tfrael by his In- 4 2, & c<. 
chantments; he felt upon this' deviliſh method - 
of corrupting and profaning-them, by inticing 


them to Idolatry and Luſt through' the means 
_ of Midianitiſh Women. And to this purpoſe 
may be applied the Counſel that F Creſus gave 


to Cyrus, 1n order to keep the Lydians in per-, 


petual Subjetion to him, which was, that he 
ſhould bring in amongſt them ſoft Arts and effe- 
minate Cuſtoms: And therefore'it was with a 
creat deal of reaſon, that || Plato tells us, that 
a City was not ſafe neither by 'its Walls, nor 
Fleets, nor many Inhabitants, nor Bignefs, with- 
out Vertue: but thit Vertue alone-wasa greater. 
Defence to it than all theſe. | 


—. 
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Nunc patimur longz pacis mala ; ſxyior armis 
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Bat he that will be at the pains to conſider the 
ſacred Hiſtory of the holy Scriptures, will ſee 
the Truth of -our Propoſition to-be no leſs than 
a Demonſtration. | 

The Rule of Providence which our Text 
tells us of, was ſettled even in Paradifſe it ſelf ; 
for it was forinded upon the Relation that Man 
ſtood in to:God as his Creator, BenefaRor and 

Gett. 2.16, Soveraign : Therefore God aflſured Adam, that 

17- as he ſhould continne happy if he continued obe- 

dient ; fo if he turned Rebel againſt him, he 

would certainly puniſh him for to doing. And 

therefore when he baſely revolted from his God 

and King, tho the Threatning was not executed 

in its full force, through the Divine Mercy inter- 

>  Poling, yet he was puniſhed in being made mor- 

Gen. 3.17, tal, and liable to many Miſeries, and having the 
12, 19. yery Earth curſed for his ſake, 


When the Antediluvian World revolted from 


their Obedience to God, and his Inſtitutions 
Gen.6.5,6, ſo that the Contagion became univerſal, God 
7,13. brought a Flood upon them, and ſwept them off 

the Earth : Yet he bare long with them, and 

gave them warning of his Dela both by the 

Gen, 6. 3. preaching of Noah, and the building of the Ark, 
tor an hundred and twenty Years. So that he 

ſhewed his Mercy and Juftice both in this Pro- 

cedure, as well as in- preſerving the only righ- 

teous Family then upon Earth, that this way 

| human Race might {tilt be continued. And in 
Gen48-20, like manner God deſtroy'd Sodom, and its 

__ #1, 30 Neighbouring Cities, after he had declared he 
would have ſpared them had there been but 
# Salyian, IN righteous Perſons thetein. His Mercy, as 
 * Salviati ſays, was ready to fave the City, but 


- 7 Ya he Inbabitants were not fit to be ay 
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therefore Juſtice took place in them, and Merey 
in the preſervation of Lot  _. 

When Idolatry and Wickedneſs began fo 
prevail univerſally in the World after the 
Flood, God would not deſtroy them any more 
as he had done before by the Deluge, but choſe 
another way to reclaim them from their evil 
Courſes; or if that would not do, to leave them 
inexcuſable. - Therefore he chuſes Abraham out 
of the reſt of the degenerate World, and makes 
of him a great Nation : And this Nation he 
takes to himſelf as a peculiar Incloſure, giving 
them Laws, preſerving and ſettling them im a 
conquer'd Country in the face of the whole 
World ; ſetting them thus as a lofty Beacon 
upon an Hill, to keep up the Knowledg and Ser- 
vice of himſelf in the World : And therefore 
* Philo the Jew ſays, That Moſes when he gave 
Laws to = of old, did not only defign the 
good of that People, but-the benefit alſo of all 
_ And Moſes himſelf fays much the 
ame. | 

I might expatiate here upon the manyBleſlings 
dar) to /ſrael, if they ſhould continue obe- 
dient, and the many Curſes threatned againſt 
them if they did prove rebellious. And I might 
ſhow thro the whole Hiſtory of that People gi- 
ven us in the Old Teſtament, how exaQtly theſe 
were fulfilled : But this would ſwell this Dif 
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courſe into a Volume ;, and: therefore I leave the } 
Proſecution of this to your own thoughts. This | 
you will find runs thro'the whole Annals of. that 
People, that when they were obedient to God, 
who was: their King in a- peculiar reſpe&, God 
but - when they rebell'd 
againſt him, he ever puniſhed: them. Was it 
not their Apoſtacy and Sin, that weakened their 


Hands, and ftrengthned their Enemies to ſubdue 


and conquer them'? Was it not -up6n this ac- 
eount that Ged 1s ſaid to have:fold them and 
-grven them over to the Will and [Power of their 
Neighbours ? So that ſometimes. the eabites 
and Ammonites, ſometimes the Philiftines and 
Syrians, and ſometimes the Egyptians and Baby- 
lontans prevailed over them, I cannot forbear, 


- upon this Occaſion, to give you the ' Jewiſh Pa- 


- raphraſe __ the 29th, 3oth, and 31/ Verfes 
Chapter: of Deuteronomy ; without , 
debating whether their ſenſe of the 31/ Verſe, 


-or that of our Verſion, from ' which it dif- 


fers ſo much, be the truer. O :f Iſrael would 
#nderftand and fludy the Law, ' then ſhould they 


" #nderifand what would be in the end ! When the 


Iſraelites did obſerve the Law and keepthe Precepts, 


 - one of them was able to chaſe a thouſand, and two 


of them to-put ten thouſand to flight. But becauſe 


-Y they ſmmed and provoR'd God to} anger, : he gave 


them over tmto'the hand of their Enemies : For 


 -the Confidence-of -the Gentiles 15 not like-our Con- 
_ fedence : For becauſe we have ſinned and azfpleaſed 


Go#, our Enemies are become our Tuages. 
But he that would carry this Point to the ut- 


-moſt, needs-but- conſider God's caſting off- the 
«ten Tribes, and:then look forward to: the Cap- 


tivity of the Jews; and when he:finds them re- 
turned 
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«turned into their own Land, purſue the:thred of 


their Hiitony-down- to our Saviour's time, .and 
from thence to the Deſtrucion:of. their City and 


Temple under Feſpaſian, and theſucceedingiCa- 


lamities of that People, particularly in Aadr- 
an's time, and their unſucceſsful Attempt to:re- 
build their Temple under Fan, with what 


they have met: with fince, and are at this day ; 


and: then ſurely he will ſee this. Rule of Divine 
Providence iliuſtriouſly difplay'd and made oor 
in every ſtep of God's Procedure with them. 
I could: not but take: notice of what I find the 
opinion of the Jews, ina Book of one of their 
Rabbies * ;; where he ſays, That Hatred to 


Men did overturn their ſecond Temple, as Ido- 


latry and open Prafanenefs did deftroy the firſt. 
Had the Jew added, their malicious rejecting: of 
Chriſt, and purſuing him to death, he 
reach'd the truth more fully, ; 
Were it not that this point is'{o clear awd 
perſpicuous from all theſe things, I might 'bring 


many Inſtances of God's Procedure with other 


Nations, both of old aud in later times, to il}u- 
 Rtrate this point further. The Inſtance of God's 
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Carriage mn. relation to MNniveb doth.. ex- . 


ceedingly illuſtrate what I have been ſaying. 
The Threatning Jeem'd to be abfolute, and no 
1eſs than an -rreverſible Decree :: Yet, forty Days 
and- Niniveh ſpall be deftroyed ; which made 
Jonah 1o peeviſh and frettul, as ſuppoſing - that 
all Men for-the future would take him for a falſe 
Prophet. And it+is plain the Ninivites under- 


food him fo; for they go only upon a Suppo- 
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ſition that perhaps God might not infli&t whar 
Fonah aſſured fo of : Who can tell, ſay they, 


if God may turn and repent, that we periſh not ? 


But when God ſaw that they turned from their 


evil way, he remembred the ſettled Rule of his 
Providence towards Nations, mentioned in our 
Text, and he repented of the evil that he ſaid 
he would do unto them, and he did it not : For, 
as he tells Jonah, if he had pity on the Gourd, 
there was cettainly more reaſon to pity ſo po- 
pulous a City as Niniveh was: 

Beſides,is not the Hiſtory of all, but eſpecially 
Chriſtian Nations, a conſtant proof and illuſtrati- 
on of this Point. What overturned the famous 
AftaticChurches but Sin,as they are loudly warned 
and threatned in the ſecond and third Chapters 
of the Revelation ? Was it not this that brought 
in the Saracens and Turks upon the Eaſtern 
Parts of the Koman Empire, and the Goths and 


Vandals upon the Weſtern Parts of it ? Let any | 
| Man read * Salvian upon this Subject, and he 


 * Tranſcenderunt in Hiſpaniz terras Populi Vanda- 
lorum : murara quidem eſt ſors Hifpaniz, fed non mu- 
tata vitioſitas. Circumfonabant armis muros 
Carrhaginz Populi Barbarorum : & Eccleiia Carthagi- 


nenſis inſaniebat in Circis, luxuriabat in Theatris : alit 
_ foris jugulabanrur, alii inrus fornicabancur : pars plebis 


crat foris captiva hoſtium, pars intus captiva vitio- 
rum. Cujus ſors pejor fait, incertum eſt. 


atq; vaſtatos minus ramen everſos rebus efle quam 


moribus. Adeo graviores in ſemer hoſtes externis hoſti- | 


bus erant,. ur licet jama barbaris everſi efſent, a ſe ta- 
men magis eyerterentur; Sed quid plura ? Incredibile 
eſt quod loquor : affiduitas illic Calamiratum, aug- 
mentum Criminum fuic, Salvien: De Gubern, De, 
lib, 6. 


Vi- 
di cgo-ipſe Treveros domi nobiles, licer jam ſpoltatos | 


will 


fn Se > dMdMe24- acl ot wood. at _ 


aq -, a 
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| Jews, in the laſt of the Verſes which m 
1 our Text. The Scope of which I have given 
| before, and therefore ſhall not trouble you with 
J it again ; but ſhall immediately proceed” to ſet 
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will ſee how juſt God was in puniſhing Frazce, 
Spain, Afric, and. other Parts of the Roman 
Dominion, by the Irruption and Invaſion of bar- 
barous Nations. | | 

I might bring this point nearer home,and ſhew 
you that.it was Wickednels, and the Contempt 
of the Game and ſerious Piety in France, a- 
mong the Proteſtants there, that brought this 
laſt ſevere Perſecution upon them. And that 
ſome meaſure ' of the ſame Evils brought this 
Nation near the brink of DeſtruRion alſo; had 
not God in mercy retrieved us to this time: 
But unleſs we repent we muft all likewiſe periſh. 


of our Text, and proceed to the Second. And 
ſince T have inſiſted fo largely on this, I ſhall 
diſpatch the next with all poſſible brevity. 


PART II. 


The Divine Method of Providence 1n govern- 
ing Nations applyed to the Fews, with re- 
lation to their Caſe and Circumſtances. 


We have taken a view of God's declared Rule 
and Method in governing Nations in genera} 
and we are now to confider the Application 
that he makes thereof to the Kingdom the 


ich make up 


fore you the principal Truths therein con- 
tained, in ſome plain Propoſitions; which there- 
fore will require little proof or illuſtration. 


E 12. pu 


Luke 13. 
But it is high time now to end this Firft Part 3: 


4 
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Prop. I. The'greateft Privi leges that God be- 
Rows either upon a Nation or Church, will not be 
enongh to ſave or ſecure them, if they apoſtatize 
and degenerate. 

This ſhines & bright, and is fo plain from 
Scripture and Fxperience, that to propoſe it is to 

rove it : and therefore I need only delire, for il- 
nſtraion of this, that'God's Diſpenſations to the 
Nation and Church be coniidered. 
= ut. read to you what God fays to this Peo- 
ple by this ſame Prophet : Thus ſaith the Lord of 


Hoſts, the God of lrael, Amend your ways and | 
your doings, and I mill cauſe you to dwell in this | 


ace. Truft ye not in lying words, ſaying, The 
Mele of . the Lord, the 3 Femple of the Lord the 
Temple of the Lord are theſe : For if ye throngh- 
ly amend your ways and your doings ; then 
will I cauſe you to dwell in bis place, &c, He- 
hold ye truft in lying words that cannot profit, Will 
ye ſteal, murder, and commit Adultery, and ſwear 
falſly. antl come and fland before me in this 
Houſe,which 1s called by my name, and ſay, We are 
delivered to do all theſe Abominations ? &. But 
8. ye. mp wnto my place which was in $Þi 


" here T ſet my name at the firft, and ſee whut <[ 


01 dk it, Le the Wickedneſs of 7 People: lirael. 
ok ee 4 ry Fog theſe Works, 

t an unte yo 
75, nf ATE lb, heard al ing of 
dherefs re «v6 1 do 


' ro Yr fe Ger "oh Hy ans 2 Ing 


fo yol* E.4 os Te dee in Sl 

1 will caft it okt of wy have c Fu out 

all your _— ever = ow X Seed of Ephra- 
iN. 


a, =» 
GB JY 


be | 
—I 
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im, = For I ſpake not unto your Fathers, nor 
commanded them in the Day. that I brought them 
out of the Land 6 Egypt, concerning Burnt-of- 
erings and Sacriflces, . But this thing commanded 


1 them, ſaying, Obey my woice, and T will be 


your God, and ye fhall be my People, and walk y, 
ph all the ways that TI have commanded you, pl 
it may be well unto you. —ſ mil cauſe to 
ceaſe from the Cities of Judah, and from the 
Streets of Jeruſalem, the Yoice of Mirth, and the 
Voice of Gladneſs, For the Land fhall be 
defolate. Behold in this Mirror, how little 


| God values Orthodoxy, Profeſſion, yea. and De- 
| votion : it {elf, as to: the external Part, .where 


Mens Morals are corrupted : and how. little 
all theſe will avail to the ſecurity of a People, 
who are leud, wicked and prophane. -Therefore 
it 15 an undeniable Maxim with me, That there 


and pernicious to Men, as thoſe which tend'to 
encourage Licentiouſneis:and Immorality. 


Pop. IT. Tho no Privileges can ſecure an A- 
poftare Nation and Church from Miſery, yet God 
doth ſufficiently declare that he is not. willing 0 
give c; Lewy oe; whom he has once owned as his 
own People. ir UI 

- The whole tenor and frame of God's Diſpen- 
fations towards his People ſhews this, . That he 
loyes not to put them away, or to giye. bis 
Church a Bill of Divorce. His Procedure 


ſpeaks to his People; what of old. he. ſaid 0 


Iſrael = How fhall I give thee up , O Ephraim ? 
Hom fuall I deliver = | wth 

Courch 2. How ſhall T.make thee as Admit; one 
thee'ds Zeboim ? Af _s  S my Fowet 


2 ure 


are no Opinions and Principles ſo hateful to God 
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& ver, 1 defirutharr Q-my 0c 1 1 vg; 


\- 


Matth. 
23+ 37, 38. 


Luk. 19. 
41, 42+ 


Lam. 3. 33s 
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are kindled together, &c. And upon this ſcore, 
our Saviour wept over Feryſalem this ſad I amen- 


tation : O Feruſalem, who killeft the Prophets. 


and thoſe that are ſent unto thee, How often 
would I have gathered thy children, cven as a 


Hen doth her chickens under her wigs, and ye | 


would not ? Therefore 1s your Houſe lf unt 0 you 
deſolate. O ! therefore if thou hadſt known even 
thou, in this thy day,the things that beloag unto thy 
peace ! but alas! I find they are hid from thine 
_ CS ks bg 
- Tt is from this divine mercy, that God gives 


Men ſo many warnings and mdications of his | 
diſpleaſure becauſe of their -fins, and of their | 


danger upon that account. The defign of which 
is to induce them to repent and - reform, that 
no evil may befal them. His Threatnings there- 


| fore are no leſs the produce of his Mercy than. 
his Promiſes are.' For they ſpeak forth his Com- 
paſſions,” that he loves not to afAlich nor grieve the | 


children 'of Men : and that when he dos _ it 
is becauſe he is as it were forced to do ſo, that 
the authority 'of his Law may not ſuffer, *nor 


he be reckoned a careleſs SpeRator of human af- ! 


fairs, or a Conniver at in, 


Prop. III. If neither Mercies nor Threatnings | 
wull'work upon a People, whom God hath ſo ſmgu-| 
larly privileged ;, it may JR be expetted: that | 


_ FI 10\; -Be FAM 
God may-bear long with a; protefiing people 
but- he will \not -bear* always. © His patience is 
great, but the will puniſh at laſt, -when'Mendo 

lately: refuſe his mercy. - And Juſtice and 
Equity requires, that Mens accounts ſhould-bear 


God-will puniſh themwith ſeverer ftroaks than 


pornerpyang 


—_ > oo panes ry B____—_. oo as. ot aro die oi ond. oo. eeeoeos on ke io. IE 
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| proportion to their receipts, and their-puniſh- 
ow to both theſe : —_ mhozn RT Luke 12, 
of them much will be required-; and they that know 47> 4+ 
their Maſter's will, and do 1t not,nuft expett tobe 
ſmitten with more ſtripes than they that are igno- 
8 rant thereof, . God deals with Nations; in the 
courſe of his Providence, in proportion to the 
light thar he affords them. Heathens, Mahome- 
tans and Jews will not theretore fall under ſuch 
{cverity as wicked Chriitians:.nor can-we ſup- 
poſe that blinded Papiits will meet with the ſame 


. | degree of Puntſhment with - inlightned Prote- 


le, 
-1S 


ſtants. Tow only, ſays God to the Jews, - have I 
| known of all the Nations of the World, therefore *Ms 3+ 2. 
| you will 7 puniſh above all others for- all your 4ni= 

quities, Whereby we are led to-ſee the pro- 

portion of mercies, {ins and puniſhments ; v/z. 


"| that no privileges are ſo great as thole of God's 


Church, and conſequently that- no ſms are ſo 
| highly aggravated as theirs, and that therefore 
none can jultly expe&t to be puniſhed ſo ſevere- 


thy asthey, [Therefore our Saviour tells us that 
Ui it would be more tolerable for Tyre and Sydon, yea 


for Sodom and Gomorra? in the day of Fudgment, Luke 16. 


*{ than for Choratin, Bethſaida, Capernaum, and 0-12, 13, 14, 


# ther places where he had converſed and preached 
| ſo much, and wrought ſo many miracles, 


| Prop. IV. Since particular Perſons are involved 
in the Fate of Nations, every one '1s to do his beſt, 
m his ftation and capacity, for the publick Peace 
and Safety, 
It was God's command to the Jews of old, _ 
that they ſhould pray for the Peace even of the Ci- JE: 29. 7. 
ries of their Enemies, where they were to remain 
Captives, becauſe in the Peace of ſuch Cities their 
E J on 


2 Sa. 23, 
35 4+ 
Ex. 18.21. 


Rom. 13, 
3,4 
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own was involved, Surely then there is'more 
reaſon we ſhould--pray for the” Peace of the Ci- 


ty and Country to which we belong, not” as Pri- 


foners but Citizens, 'who have ' both our civi! 
and” facred Prjvileges' and Liberties involved 
with' thoſe of the publick.' O07 
"It: js not my baſineſs here to ſpeak of the Du- 
ties of -Ruters and Magiſtrates.” The Scripture 
gives the Character 'of the Perſons, as to theit 
Qualifications, when it tells us ; That he that 
ruleth over Men ſhould be juft, +uling in the fear 
of the Lord ; -and that fuch Perſons: {ould be 
Men- fearing- God and bating covetonſneſs ;, that 
ſo they may neither be frighted nor bribed 
from their Duty. And the Word of God doth 
no leſs plainly deſcribe their Office and Work, 
viz, that they ought to be Encouragers of and a 
Security unto good and virtuous Men, and the 
Diſconragers of wickedneſs, and the terror of evil 
aoers ; as being the Minifters 'of God to Men for 
their good. © EC) | 
© - But that which I am to conſider here, is, how 
private Men, - who* wiſh ' well to the- publick 
Good, may promote this, without exceeding 
their Sphere,or invading the Magiſtrates Autho- 
rity and Office. And in order to ſpeak to this, 
I find I am asit were inſenſibly led to an Im- 
prornn of the ' Doftrine of Providence, we 
have been fo long upon.” - - - 


IMPROVEMENT. 


In all publick Calamities or hazard of them 


every good Citizen and Country-man is obliged 


himſelf and others from impending miſery : 


to be aſliſting as far as he can to the extricating 


tor 


ESR 


ſed. to be equally authoriſed by the Law to do 
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for the Principles both of ſelf-preſervatian and 
publick ſpiritedneſs require this. of hyn. When 
a Ship is in hazard of ſinking at Sea, all hands 
are at work, to-ſave. themſelves from the com- 


mon calamity.. And ſarely-then. when. a Nation 


is in hazard of Ruine, either. from enemies at 


home or abroad or both, it is the Duty.and In- 
tereſt of all Men to do their beft toſecurg their 
Country ; eſpecially of thoſe who;are, Þy rea- 
ſon of Place,Intereft, Wiſdom or Authority, moſt 
capable to aſſiſt. For what more noble-Title can 
any Man bear than to. be, in | , 2 
true and ſtanch Patriot of his Country, and -to 
have no Intereſt divided from it ? winch makes 
up a great part ofthe noble Charafter * Zucsr: 
gives of the famous Cato Uticenſis.  - _ - 

It hath pleaſed the Great Senate of this Na- 
tion, _ ſuppoſition that wicked, Afſzſlinates 
ſhould find means to cut off his preſent Majeſty, 
and thereby ſhake not only the Government but 
Settlement of the Kingdom, to allow. and en- 
courage the riſing up of all good Subjects to re- 
venge fo horrid a Fac, and to afliſt towards the 
futare Settlement and Security of our Govern- 
ment and Law. And ſurely we mit be ſippo- 


— 


* Lucan Pharſal. Lib. 2. 
—- Hi mores, hec duri tmmmorm Caconis 
Sea tfuit, ſervare modum, finemg; tenere, 
Naturamg; ſequi, Patriag; impendere vitam ; 
Nec tibi, fed roti genitum fe credere mundo. 
— Urbi Pater eſt, Urbiq; Maritus: 
Juſtiriz culror, Rigzdi fervator Haneſſi : 
in commune Bonus. Nulloſq; Catonis in aftus 
Irrepſit partemg; tulic fibi nata.volupras. © * 

"MS our 
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our beſt to ſecure the Nation from an inunda- 
tion of 'Profaneneſs and Wickedneſs, whereby 
we are in hazard to provoke God to become 
our Enemy, and to bring that; and thelike ruin- 
ing Calamities upon us, even to the making 
_ our Land defolate, and our People an hifling. 
If then' any ask me what: private Perſons 
ought to do, ' and are capable of doing as Men 
and Chriſtians, with reſpet to a National Se- 
_ cEurity © T ſhall give my Anſwer in three words ; 
they muſt Trtercede, Unite, and Reform. 
1. In order therefore to the continuance and 
mcreaſe of the Nations Security, Peace:and Prof- 
rity, T pray you to intercede with God, that 
- he may continue to be-gracions to ns, and avert 
from us the figns of his Difpleafare. Pray for 
all Things, wherein the Proſperity and Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Nation and Church doth ſtand. 
Pray for incorruptedneſs in Doctrine, eſpectal- 
ly the fundamental Truths of our holy Religi- 
on ; for Purity-in Goſpel-Worſhip ; for Chari- 
ty and Moderation towards them who differ 
from us ; for Zeal for the honour of God, ma- |i 
' naped with Wiſdom and Prudence ; for a faith- 
' ful, juft and impartial Magiſtracy ; for a lear- | 
' ned, pious and ]aborious Miniſtry ; for Unani- 
-. mity in .publick Counſels; and for the revival 
&f the power of Godlineſs and practice of Re- 
ligton among Perſons of all Ranks and Sorts. 
Te that make mention of the Lord, keep not ſilence 
If. 62. 5,7. in theſe things ;, and give God noreft till be efta- 
_ and make qur feruſalem a praiſe in the 
earth. Sa 
'2, If we would do our beſt to ſecure the Na- 
Heb. 12. tions Intereſt, let us unite and be at peace a- 
I4, mong our elves, Let us follow peace with all 
| men, 
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men, and holineſs without which: we ſhall never ſee 
the Lord, We'ate'to make known our moderati- phil 4 5. 
on to all Men; becauſe to judg is God's work, n0t-1 Cor, 4.5. 
ours, Tn as far as' we have attained,. we are. 
commanded by the Apoſtle to walk by the ſame Phil. 3.16. 
Rule, and to mind the ſame things ;, ' as the beſt way 
tn come to know the things wherein we differ. 
Our Saviour required this ſhort Creed-from the 
Jews, that as they believed in God, they ſhould Joh. 14. 1. 
believe in him alſo ;, aſſuring us that this was life 17. 3. 
eternal, to know God, and Feſus Chrift whom he 
had ſent. And when heroſe trom the dead, he - 
commanded his Apoltles to diſciple Men, by bap- Mat. 28. 
tizing them f into the Name of the Father, Son 19+ 
and Holy Ghaft, And e—— this Belief 
made up the fammary of Faith which was 
known and: owned by Chriſtians for two hun- 
dred Years after Chriſt, as we leern from Ire- 
news and Tertmilian \\, both whole Creeds a 

muc 


+ It js not ſaid in Mat, 28. 19, *Ey md ovo.uam, but 
£15 To ovoun, 5 and therefore it dos not ſpeak forth the 
Authority by which the Apofiles afed in diſpenſing this 
Ordinance, (for that is expreſſed in the words prece- 
ding, Go ye and teach and baptize : ) But it denotes 
the nature and deſign of Baptiſm, which is to initiate and 
enter us into the Belief of and Obedience unto Father, Son 
and Spirit ; the Trinity being the Foundation of Chriſtia- 
nity, as ſuch ;, as the Belief of one God is the Foundati- 
on of all Religion. See the ſame import of the word, in 
the buſineſs of Baptiſm, AQ. 15. 3, 5 Whereas when 
the Apoſtles Ations are ſpoken of in relation to the Au- 
thority they att by, it u ever ſaid 6&1 76 oyiuan, ar in 
AQ 3. 6. : 

|| If were too long to write out both theſe Creeds , T 
ſhall therefore refer the Reader, for that of Irenzus, to 
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much the ſame, and out of. which probably, 


with ſome alteration, that which/ is called the 
Apoſtles Creed was afterwards formed. They 
that believed theſe things then were owned to 
be true Chriſtians, if they. did live according- 


ly : and I know not why they ſhould 'not now. 
As for other things, and the modes of thinking, 


methodizing and expre m,” Men muſt a 
the beſt they can, otro belt helps, in an 


| humble fear of miſtaking, and truſt on God for 


light. And I know not why I ſhould quarrel 
with another becauſe he thinks not or ſpeaks not 
exaCtly as I do, no more 'than I quarrel with 
my ſelf for not having ſuch a. clear Perception 
of things at ten years of -age, as I ſince have 
reacht ; which. yet I do as little- ſet-up now to 


——— 


— 
D— ” Ml 


— — 


his Book Adv. Hereſes, Lib. 1. Cap. 2, & 3. That of 
Tertullian in his Book, De Virgin. . Veland. Cap. 1. 5 
m theſe words. Regula Fidei una omnino eſt, ſola im- 
mobilis & irreformabilis ; Credendi ſcilicer in unicum 
DPeum Omniporentem, Mundi Condirorem, & Filium 
ejus Jeſum Chriſtum, natum ex Virgine Maria, cruci- 
fixum ſub Pantio Pilato, terria die reſuſcitatum a moy- 
tuis, receprum 1n ccelis, ſedentem nunc ad dextram Pa- 
tris, venturum judicare vivos & mortuos, per carnis 


Refurre&ionem. Hac lege fide! manente, cztera jam 


diſciplinz, & converſationis admirrunt noviratem cor- 
reQionis, operante ſcilicer & proficiente uſq; in finem 
gratia Dei, The Creed of Irenzus mentions alſs expreſ- 


_ iy, that the Church did believe In ſpiritum ſangum, 


gui per Prophetas De1 Diſpenſationes & Adventus prz- 
dicavit, &c. Which this of Tertullian doth only ſup- 
poſe : For when -it 4s ſaid, natus eſt Chriſtus ex Virgine 


aria, i was underſtood always, per Spiritum fanc- - 
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| my ſelf asa ne plus ultra, as Idid then theno- 
tions I- had got. For it were ' an intolerabl 
pride, to think I know more than all other 
Men; and far more to think I knew all things 
perfectly. Men will differ in ſome things, as 
Jong as the World- ſtands. ' And- it is reaſona-- 
ble to expe they ſhould, conſidering the vaſt 
difference: of Complexions, Studies, Capaciti 
Education, and other Circumſtances. And were 
it not ſo, we ſhould want one noble occaſion for 
the exerciſe of Charity, Moderation and 'For- 
bearance, I therefore lay it down as a Maxim 
that thoſe paſhonate Men who have no Charity 
for any but thoſe who juſt think and fay as they 
do in every _pundtilio, are either very ignorant 
or very \ deſigning Men: and I with both 
theſe Qualities do not meet in too many. Bat 
ſurely all wiſe and ſober Men will fee, that we 
| ought to contend for ſome other things than 
Ceremonies and Modes of ſpeaking. When 
Infidelity and 4 1995s undermine us, and 
when we have both inteſtine and foreign enemie 
who are ready, if they had opportunity, to ſelf 
4 usto France and Rome; it 1s certainly time far 
7 Us tobe atpeace among our ſelves ©—_ 
3. If ye would know further what ye are to 
do for the Security of this Nation, and, the 
Church of God *therein ; let me tell you, that. 
ye muſt-not only Intercede and Unite, but ye 
muſt alſo Reform. And ſeeing Reformation re- 
lates-both toour ſelves and others, I conſider it 
accordingly in both reſpe&s. t 
- Tt; Reform your ſelves, if ye would be uſe- 
ful to others: for it is a-great truth that * Plaro * Alcibi- 
takes notice of;that they that would make others ad. 1. 
virtuous. muſk be virtuous themſelves, Fg 
4 : : : : "bs uf” . ; - . : t ere- 
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therefore not only are we obliged to mind this 
great Work, in order to our own Peace and 
Happineſs, but alſo in order to be ſerviceable to 
the Publick. But it is not my buſineſs to inſiſt 
upon this Head, and therefore I thall ſpeak no 
more unto it. However, the neceſſary Con- 
nexion this hath with what comes next to be 
confidered, obliged me to put you in mind of 
it. _ ' | 
2/y. Study not only perſonal Reformation but 
publick Reformation - alſo, accurding to your 
ſtations, opportunities and abilities. We are. 
not born only for our ſelves, but are obliged to 
be ſerviceable in the World, as muchaswe can. 
| And here bear: with me, I pray you, in al- 
lowing my ſelf ſome compals of thought :-which 
T hope I thall bring home appoſitely enough to 
the deſign of this exerciſe. | 

| When a ſerious and fober Man forms to him- 
ſelf a genuin and abſtrafted Idea of the Doc- 
trine according to Godlineſs, which we call Re- 
ligion, from Reaſon and Revelation, it. is im- 
poſſible to avoid coming under ſome lively im- 
preſſions of its Excellency, Amiableneſs and 
Uſefulneſs. The Reaſonableneſs and Certainty 
of its Principles oblige him to believe its verity. 
The admirable and noble Truths it propoſeth 
and lets in the mind to the contemplation of, 
muſt needs raviſh his Soul, and fill it with won- 
der. . The Privileges and Bleſlingsit propoſeth, 
as attainable, muſt be ſuppoſed to excite his de- 
lire and hope, and make him fall in with its 
Scope -and Defign. The Rules it propoſeth are 
fo reaſonable, plain and. pleaſant, that they are 
capable both to ſatisfie his mind, and encourage 
bim to a ready ' compliance with them, And 
; | ; tne 


oo. 


MI 
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the belief of the - Promiſes . and Threatnings, 
which are added as the Sanction of the Dt 
vine Laws, muſt of necetlity render his Study 
and Practice of Religion proportionably ſerious 
and uniform. Upon theſe and the like Conlide- 
rations, a good Man can hardly forbear to cry 
out with an * Antient Chriſtian Writer: O, 
Religion more Regal than all Kings! for what 
Kings attained by force of Arms, this hath over- 
turned without Arms. They purſued it with 
Perſecautions and Maſſacres: "This chearfully 
nnderwent theſe, and by the ſame erected its 
be ay over the Conquerors. The- Branches 
of the Church. being cut off, the Fruit of Faith 
did grow the more, &#c.. 

But when ſach a Perſon awakes out of his 


Meditations on this Head, and conſiders what 


Entertainment Religion finds amongſt his fellow- 
Creatures, for whoſe advantage it 15 calculated, 
he cannot but look upon mol Men with Pity 
and Concern. He cannot avoid being thus at- 
feted, when he ſees ſome Men diſputing them- 
ſelves out of the belief of the molt realonable 
and plain Principles of both Natural and Re- 
vealed Religion ; others ſcoffing at the molt ſe- 
rious and ſacred Truths thereof, particularly the 


Divinity of our Blefſed Saviour, who #5 the Image cy, i, re. 


of tne inviſible God, and the f Firſt-yroducer, or 
Bringer-forth of every Creature; and moſt Men 
living and aCting as if it were their chief Study 
to diſprace their own Profeſlion. I fay, ſuch a 


Man 


'* Nilus- apud Photium in Bibl. Cod: 276. 
f So T take Liberty to render the Original Word, for 
which I am oblig'd to ſatisfy the World. It is plain there 
+; 
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Mai cannot but find his Spirit ſtir and move 


within hit at ſo fad a ſight, as it was with Paul 


at Athens, when he ſaw the whole City given to 

. He begins. therefore to conſider that he is a 
Citizen of the World, not- made. to live a 
Cloyſter'd Life; merely to hammer ont ſome 
Notions to pleaſe his own Fancy. far leſs to 
a& no other part than that of the Beait, to mind. 
nothing but . good Paſture and Grazing, in or- 
der to eat and Qrink, revel, and then die : But 
he cenſiders his Relation to dthers as a RR 

0 


is & twofold account given of Chriſt inCol.-1. is, 16, &5c* 
The firſt 3s of Chriſt, as God, or the eternal A&y@,, 
(which. the Chaldee Paraphraſes cail the Shekinah or 
Menirah Jchovez ) in the 15th, 16th, and 17th Verſes. 
The ſecond 4s of Chriſt as Mediator, v. 18, 19. In both 
theſe reſpes he 3s called rewreroxC- 3 and hence ſome 
explain the firſt of theſe accounts by the ſecond; . Bat this 
5s ſuch a force on the words, that even' Le Cletc deſerts 
and contraditts Grotius and Dr. Hammond on this Head. 
And had he obſerved the true import of sreaTeT»RG- in 
this place, he had further confirmed what he ſays. IT (ball 
not debate here what the Antiquity of the Greek Accents is ;, 
but it is ſufficiently known that our Antient Copies of the 
New Teſtament are without either Accents or other Points : 
And therefore we are ft at liberty, as the ſenſe leads us, 
Fo put the Accent here either upon the firſt or laſt Omikron, 


The word Tewrorot Gf, tho often taken itt a Paſſive ſenſe, 


is alſo taken fometimes in ah Adive one : So-we ittift nn- 
derftand Homer, Lib. 17. 1. 5. Iliad: where deſcribing 
the Aﬀetion of Menelaus, in his running to and embra- 
cing the dead Body of ' his Friend. Patrochus; - he. compares 
his Behaviour in #his ' to that of a zonng Cow, when ſhe 

ſees her Calf kgll'd, never having bad wy" before.” | Nuh 
| . 
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of a Family, City, Church- and Nation 


and , 
therefore finds it his Duty to be as 'publickly 


uſeful to others as he can, without being imper 
tinently 1o. | 

' But it is not enough for a Man to be ton- 
vinced, that it is his Duty to aſſiſt towards the 
carrying on a Work of Reformation in the place 
where he lives, unleſs he knew in what way and 
tnanner this is to be attempted. He muſt there- 
fore conſider, that tho our Laws corroborate 
Revealed Religion, yet Chriſtianity as fach, ati 
the Civil Conſtitution remain diſtin& thing 


and 
a 
| Human Laws relate only to the outward Acti 


wy _—_ a; pos 


*"Augi S" de avito Raiv's ws Tis Teeth egTan wnrire 
Tlewforox@-, xivugh, © reev trdvia, ToXAI0. 
And that therefore we take the word in this ſenfe here, the 
ſcope of the Apoſtle conftrains us : For pray what Argis 


| ment is this; Chriſt is the Firft-born of all Creatures; 


for he made thein all ? Beſides that, fo be the firſt-both 
of Creatures, ſeems to import no more tha this, that 
Chrift is a Creature, tho the firft produced of them. But 


| this 3s ſtrong ſenſe : Chriſt is rhe firſt Producer, Brmger- 


torth, or Original of every Creattire ; or he 5, as it 
were, the Womb and Source of all things z for by kim 
were all things created, &rc. J1f Athanafius and. the 
Nicene Counoil had not underſtood the Apoſile in this ſenſe, 
with what face could they have urg'd this Scripture againſt 
the Anans, 4s T find they did ? See Athan. Narrat. de 
Concilio Niczno, Tom. 1, And if Origen had not atfo 
anderſivod this word: ſb, to what purpoſe hzd he made ufe 
of it to prove that Chriſt was the Beginning and Original 
of. the World ? ' wheit he ſays, Quod' ft 'otuniutti Prifiet 
pinrn,, nil. Dothions noſter Jetus Chriiſtus, #4wxo402,@! 
emnis creature? Orig, Hom. 1. in Geri. The wor#f 
therefore fpaullhbe rendered Primigara; and- not Primo- 
genlituss PET | _ 
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ons of Men, in order to the Good of the Com- 
munity : They promiſe no Rewards to Since- 


rity, Piety and vertuous Thoughts and Aﬀeti 


ons; nor do they threaten Puniſhments againſt 
Hypocriſy, Malice, and luſtful Imaginations: 
Men fear no Impriſoninent, Fining or Torment, 
for ſceptical, heretical and erroneous Opinions, 
as ſuch, nor for malicious and revengeful 
Thoughts. And therefore in all ſuch things, 
Men muſt be left to anſwer to Him, who pives 
Law to the Mind, who knows the Soul and 
Heart, and has erefted the Tribunal of Con- 
ſcience in every. Man's Breaſt. For it is the 
moſt unaccountable thing * in the World, that 


| Mens Opinions ſhould be extorted by Inquifi- 


tions and Torments, and they puniſhed accord- 
ing to a Law, under which, in that reſpeRt they 
are not ; ſince where. there is no Law, there 
is no Tranſpreſſion. Indeed where Chriſtiani- 
ty is eſtabliſhed, and Penal Laws are in force 


againſt ſuch who revile and blaſpheme its Pro- 


feſlion and Principles, thoſe that do ſo, deſerve 
the moſt ſevere Treatment, who thus dare ou 
lickly to affront the Government. Beſides, fome 
Opinions are ſach a Violation of the Law of 
Reaſon, and lead to ſuch deſtructive Conſequents 
with reſpe& to Human Society, ſuch as avow 
Atheiſm, and fome Popiſh Tenets, that it con- 
cerns all wiſe Governments to guard againſt 
them. But as to different Sentiments amongſt 
_ Chriſtians in lefler things, ſince God deals with 
us-as Reaſonable Creatures, we are certainly. to 
a& fo in relation to, one another. - Chriſtianity, 
as ſuch, was never:commanded to be carried on 
by- any. other compulſive Arms, than thoſe of 
ſtrong and: convincing Reaſons; and pious = 
pathe- 
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pathetick Exhortations: And yet when Chtiſti- 
Th apity is incorporated with the Law, it ought to: 
ft || be defended and_'maintain'd in the ſame way*: 
: | that we defend: our .other Privileges and Pro- . 
t. || perties. And therefore to argue from ithe Paf- 

? |f five Obedience of the Primitive Chriſtians, when - 
27 || the Law of the os. was againft them, and” 
« | thence-preſs us to. the like Carriage, who have + - 

© | the Law for us, is an odd way of reaſoning: 
& || for the inverting of this/is that which I-think to -, 
1- | Þe true. arguing upon. this' Head, v:z. that .if | 
e | Chriſtians ought not to defend their Religion: 
by War and: Arms, when the Law of the Land. 
;_. | is againſt them, they are, by the: ſame reaſon; - 

obliged to defend it that way when the Law is, 
for it, in caſe any Invaſion-be made upon it. - This: - 
I urge only -as an Argument, as:we aſe to. ſay, :: 
ad hominem : For I would\-not be thongs to . 
ay, that it is abſolutely unlawful to. defend. .: 
| Chriſtianity . by Arms, even- where the Laws i: 


e 

þ 

- | wholly- againſt \it.. But;to return, I fay*thar.; 

- | it is not Opinions properly -ttat.a Man is ta 

> | proſecute by Human Lay. and.-the. Penalties 

F I thereof; but it is the Practice of. Men, if. nat .: 
only, yet chiefly that we areito ſet. our felves to .. 

reform, in relation to the SECULILY of the Come 

_ || munity, 7e quid » Reſpublisa. detrumenti. capiat, 

. | that the Nation ſuffer not, according to. the. Pre- 

- || caution of . the old Romans. -'. |--... ; 5 

But as for bare Opinions, 206. how far theſe 

| ang vodg me not. 

| s. dec. of late,; 

| 

| 


v0 a cYET;; 
the Pradiice of the Jewiſh Cluzch : For, not to. 
Fractice OL the. Jew! Or TO 
ſpeak 


are to: be tolerated, my. Su 


See 
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ſpeak of the Secs that were among them in the 


particular Order of 


Jer. 35. 2, the Rechabites: of old, it deſerves our ſerious. 
33 IFC 


Conſideration, that notwithſtanding their ſtrict- 
neſs as to the Moſaical Rites, yet they thopght 


. fit to diſpenſe with them in favour of thoſe who 


renounced Heathemſh Idolatry, and owned the 
one,” true and living God. - They allowed not 
only of full Converts, who came up in all things 
to their ſize, Whom they called the Proſelytes of 
the Covenant, but of thoſe alſo that owned only 
the firſt Principles of Religion, which were ſup- 
poſed to be comprehended in the ſeven Precepts 
called Noachical, as being traditionally believed 


'* to have been given out by Noah to all his Poſte- 
_ rity which ſeem to comprehend the Decalogue Þ 
. in ſome ſort. The Jews tell us they were theſe. 


T. Thou ſhalt not worſhip fail e Gods, nor bow 
down to Images. 2. Thou ſhalt not take the Name 
of iGod in vain, nor blaſpheme him. 3. Thou 
ſhalt not kill or murder. Thou fhalt not uncover 
thy Parents Nakedneſs, nor commit Adultery. 
5. Thou ſhalt not fteal, nor take any thing that 
belongs to another. G. Super ors ſhall judg between 
Man and Man, and att juftly therem. 7, The 


ZMember of a living Creature ſhall not be eaten 
whilſt the Creature ts yet ale ;, or, the Fleſh ſhall 


not be eaten with the Blood while the Life us un it. 
Thoſe who owned theſe things, were called the 
Proſelytes of rhe Gate, becauſe they ' were not 


allowed to go within the Gate to worſhip, 'as 
the other. Proſelytes. But in the ſecond 'Tem- 


ple there was a place built for them, which was 
called Atrium Gentium, the Court of the Gen- 


” tiles; For | they retained the Name of Ger- 


tiles, to diſtinguiſh them from* the other Fro 
_—— EU Al  - IytES, 
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| Iytes, who were reckoned Jews. *. Of the num- 


ber of the Proſelytes of the Gate, was Naamar 
the Syrian under the Old Teſtament, and the 
Centurion (mentioned Luke 7.) and Cormel:zs 
under the New. That the devout Cornelius was 
one is plain, decauſe he is called a Gertale, and 
Wc ( => which * we ew 2.7 34 
35, 45, 47. and chap. II, 3, 10. ) Uniels we Mike 
him n © ſolute Gentile, "and" no Profelvte at 
all. Of theſe Proſelytes, I ſuppoſe, Luke {peaks 
frequently in the Acts, as chap. T3. 43. and*16. 
14. and '*17. 4, 17. and 18. 4. when he makes 
mention of oz8opero,, Worlhippers, -or deyonut 
Perſons, who frequented the Synagogues,' and 
yet are diſtinguiſhed from the Jews, and-are 


. ſometimes called Greeks or Gentiles. And it 


ſeems to have been this fort ' of  Profelytes 


chiefly that imbraced the Goſpel at * firſt. 
This Moderation and Toleration of the - Jew- 


iſh Charch deſerves to be minded more than 
it uſually is. And our Reformers certamly 
ated from this generous Principle, - when they 
made Liberty of Conſcience and 'Thought in 
diſputable Matters, relating to the things of 
Revelation, the Foundation of ſeparating from 
Popery, declaring for a Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion, as the Privilege of every Man, in: ſearchr 
ing the Scriptures tor himſelf, as the Bergans 
did, againſt a pretended Human Infallibility. 


And To Paul had long ago determined, when he 
- commands, us to try all things, and to: embrace 1 Theſl. 5. 


or. retain that , which is good. Nay, it--is the. 


Precept ;of, our -great Maſter - Jeſus ' Chriſt to 


do ſo: For: he .expreſly enjoins his Followers, . 


T hat they ſhould call no Man the Father of theax. 


' Faith and Religion, but God only, and that they 


F 2 ſhould 
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ſhould own none as the Great Doftor and Teacher 


of. the Chriſtian Creed but himſelf ; that ſo Mens 
.\ Faith might be founded upon a Divine Baſis and 


Foundation, and not upon an human one. _ 
And it deſerves certainly our Conſideration, 


that the Providence of God fo ordered it, that 


the firſt * Edi&t that was ever made in favour 
of Chriſtianity, was properly an Edict for Li- 
berty of Conſcience. | | 

_'Awiſe Mantherefore conſidering theſe things, 
finds that he is to at in a quite different way in 
attempting the. reforming Men as to bad Prin- 


. Ciples, from what he is to take in relation to 


Immorality. In reference to the firſt, it 1s not 
ſeverity, or even hard words, that ke.is to tight 
againſt them with, for theſe ways can never 


_. + Convince the mind of any Man; but he is to 


attack them, by, ſtrong and convincing Argu- 


- ments. © But Immorality and. wicked Actions, 


Þeing againſt, both Natural and Revealed Reli- 


42,2 E 
3 += 
o Jn 


fins and tending not only to Mens own hurt, 
a 


t the diſturbance of Societies and Communi- 


* 
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* Lafantius de Mort. Perſec. Cap. 42. hath preſerv- 
ed to us this Edi of Conſtantine and Licinus, wherein 
ave theſe words ; Ut daremus & Chriitianis & 


Omnibus Liberam Poteſtatem ſequendi Religionem 


quam quifq; voluiflet, &c. Iraq; hoc confilio falubri 
ac rettiffima ratione incunduniefle credidimus, ut nulli 
omnino facultatem abnegandum puraremus, - qui vel ob- 
ſeryationi Chrſſtianorum, vel ei religioni mentem ſuam 


dederet quam iplſe fibj aptiſſimam efle ſentirer, ut poſ-| 


ft nobis ſumma Divinitas, cujus Retigioni liberis men- 
tubus obſequimur, 'in omnibus: folirum ' favorem ſuum | 
benevolentiamg; preſiare. | 


ties; 


ble upon-that very reaſon, that. great men 4 
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| ties; it .is therefore unqueſtionably the: Duty 


of every honeſt Man to..do what he can to 
check and put a ftop to the Sins and Vices of 
the place he lives in, as his Authority, Ability, 


Opportunity. or Station in the World give him 


leave : For it has by all .Men-in-all Ages been 
agreed upon, that Salus Populi ſuprema Lex eft, 
that the Safety of a Nation is the fundamental 
Law thereof. A ſaying which: is as 'true in- a 
religious as in a civil Senſe. And where a'Nati- 
on 1s ſo. happy, as not only to found its Laws 
upon the Principles of Nature and Reaſon, but 
to incorporate therewith the ſuperadded Princi- 
pres of Revelation, ſo as to confirm . and-corro- 

rate the Laws of God: by a Civil Sanction : 
there a good and publick-ſpirited Perſon may 
a& for the honour of God, and good.of Mankind 
at the ſame. time, not only with freedom but 
Authority ; tho no private Man-ought to uſurp 
the Fower and Authority of the Publick Ma- 
o1trate. 

Now there are three things that all of us 


- ought to make conſcience of, in order to. pro- 


mote this great and noble Deſign of Reforma- 


. tion of Life and Manners. 


Holineſs. to others by our own Lives and Con- 
verſations. Ih vain ſhall we attempt. to- refo 
thoſe Vices in our Neighbour which we practiſe 
on gies Thane Þ Donn more in NOR i 
an good of. bad-Example, How many Farents 
ruin their Children,and Maſters of Familics their 


I. We he to recommend Religion. -and 


| Servants, by their wicked Lives ! Nay the $jns 


of Rulers often 'infe& the People fo, that. the 
wortt of Sins have become modiſh and faſhia! 


i. 
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the. Jewiſh Nation, will ſuFci-ntly ſee the fotce 
of Example. But ſuch is the degeneracy of 
our Nature, that we are ſooner hurt by bad 
than bettered by good Example; for as Sereca 
 fays truly, Yitia diſcuntur ne Magiftro, Vices 
are learn'd withoat a Teacher. Therefore we 
' are to abſtain from all evil our ſelves, and as 
x Theff. 5. much as we can from the very apperrance of ev.l. 
22+ Let us therefore as our Saviour adviſeth, ſtudy 
 Mat.s. 16, fo live fo, that our Good Works” may ſhine ſo be- 
fore Men, that they may believe Religion is in- 
deed a werity, and mny come theinſetues alſo to 
glorify our Father in Heaven, by a holy Life and 
Converſation, ir Bt 
2. In order to promote Reformation, get us 
faithfully reprove thofe that we ſee doing amils : 
Lev.15.17'for we are commanded, 7ot to ſuffer fin po: 
1 Tims. them, nor be our ſelves Partakers of their Sins, by 
22. conniving at them. But this 15 a tender Point, 
and ought therefore to be prudently managed, 
' in relation to the Circumſtances of the Perfon, 
-- Time and Place : | fax otherwiſe Reproof will 
be taken for humour, and fa!l ſhort of reaching 

the end. | 5, 
.+3.”If we wonld know furthgs what we gre 
''capable to do in order to reform. the Manners 
of- Men, in the places where we live ; let us te- 


* ao 


member, - that it is the Duty of every xd Ci- 
 tizenand Country-man to aid and aflift the Ma- 


rates and Govertiment, in puniſhing Vice and 
ickedneſs. To inform them © of . notorious 


in. 4 5 


fo. He that conſiders how a good or bad King 
of - old did, as it were, alter the very genius of 
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p ſary, and-is the very Reverfe- of Informing a- 
"| gaintt pious and good Mem in a time of Perſe- 
|| cution. And ſurely as this is the Duty of every 
| one in particular, - ſo it is the: part of wile 
d | 2nd goud: Men, to be mutually::aſliſting to 
7 | one another, in a time of genera Degeneracy 
and Corruption z and for this end to affociate. - 
|| together in  Afſemblies and Societies, for the. : 
more regular and better carrying on of fo: . 
'. | great a Work. When J1ſrael rebell'd againſt :: 
Y Þ God, in worlldppng the Egyptian * Idol facred 
© } to Ofirs, which was the figure of a Bullock or 
*- } Calf ; Moſes deſired that all that were on God's 
j fide, againſt that Idolatry,might go forth armed, 
4 | and kill the Ringleaders of the Rebellion, in 
order to appeaſe God's Anger : which had the 
us | deſired Effet. In like manner when God. had 
 « I ſent a Plague -upon that People, for their Ido- Numb.z - 
” | latry and Whoredoms with the 1dianitifh 
Women ; Phineas his zeal, in ſlaying Zim: 
Tt | and Cozbi, was fo acceptable to God, that the 
Plague was immediately removed upon that 
heroical A&. I know theſe are extraordinary 
Examples, and not to be drawn into Imitation. 
Yet they do not, for all that, want their uſe, 
as ſhewing us how acceptable to God attempts 
- | of Reformation are. Had there been but ten Gem, 13 - 
righteous Men in Sodor, it had not been de- 32. 
+: | firoyed. - Or had there been any Society in [{- 
rael, like theſe that are now ere&tcd amongſt 2 
<3 | 8s, 1t might have done much to have ayerted 
the Babylonians and Chaldeans from being ſent 
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to their Deſtrution.: as we have reaſon to be- 
lieve, from the very words of our Text, and 
Ifa. $9. 1, What follows it. For God's hand was not ſhort- 
2, 3, 4,14, 77d that it could not- ſave, nor his Ear heavy 
I5. 16,18, that he could. not hear : but the Iniquities.of that 
obftinate People did ſeparate between God and 
them. Their bands mere defiled with Blood, and 
their Lips with Lies. They trufted to Vanity, 
and none called for Juſtice, Nay Judgment was 
turned away backward, and Fuftice made to ftand 
afar off. : ſo that Truth fell in the Street, and 
Equity could not enter. And: all this while God 
waited to ſee what they wowla-do, and wondred 
that there was no Man to appear for. Righteouſneſs, 
neither any Interceſſor for a. ſinful, People. + No 
wonder then, if at laft he dealt with them accord- 
ing to their Deeds, repaying Fury ts his Agverſa- 
ries, and recompence to his Enemies. Bleſſed be 
God therefore, that he hath inſpired ſo man 
worthy Perſons at this time. and place, with 
ſuch a generous and good Deſjgn, as the Re- 
forming the Manners of Men. It is the great- 
eſt Symptom, that I know of, that God has not 
yet given up with the Nation ;, and which Ladd: 
to thoſe I once gave-my Thoughts .upan, 1n- a 
ſinall * Eſſay on the ſtate of: theſe Nations. 
. And therefore bear with me, if. I make bold: to 
wind up this Diſcourſe, in a brief Addreſs to 
the warty and honoured Promoters of this 
© good Wor 4.” 
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tron of Manners —- 
Þþ is an old and true Obſeryation, That.it is a great- Prov. 16. 
er Vittory to. ſubdue ones own Spirit, than to conquer. 32+ 

4 City. _ But . it is certainly more heroical ſtill, when 

thoſe who have got the. \1&tory aver Sin in themſelves, 
ſubdue ic in others allo ;/ eſpecially when the Inttaence 
beconties general, and.aims at no leſs than the Refor- 

mation of Cizics ;and Kingdoms. . Such Perſons are as- 

far above; the fam'd Alexanders and Ceſars, - and/other 

Hero's of the Worjd, as.it is more noble ro be Good 

than to beGreat; ito. ſave than to- deſtroy Men and: 


An Addreſs to the Societies for Reforma- 


Nations: .and ſuch Men deſerve Columns; and Sta- 


rues, Obelisks and, Triumphal Arches; far.better: than 
thole, to whoſe Memory they are uſually erefted; 

I know ye are aboye, theſe vain and empty things, 
as chuſing to be good rather than to make a noiſe with 
appearing ſo, to be publickly- uſeful withour-affefting 
to be publickly known. This is indeed a Frame that 
ſuits well with the religions Wark ye are imployed in. 
Bur as yeare concerned to promote the Honour of God 
and Chriſt, ſo. ye may be aflured ye-ſhall not loſe your 
Reward. Your Names are written in the. Book of God's 
Remembrance, and recorded in the everlaſting Regiſters 
of Heayen; and at the great Day ye may juſtly. expett 
to be owned and honoured by your Lord, before God, 
Angels and Men. : ISS + | 
_ Go on therefore in the ſirengrh of the Lord, and 
fear no Oppoſition ; Ye have both the Laws of God 
and Man on your fide: All good Men are for you, 
and will affiſt you 'with their Prayers and beſt Endea- 
yours: .and eyen the Conſciences of Criminals take -  . 
are with you againſt -therſelves. Your. end-is the Tir, 2, 11, 

me with that of the Goſpel and Grace of God, * which x2, 


brings 


"2M So Lcrave leave to render this Place as it is in the 
Margin of our larger Bibles, rather than as it is in our 
ons - , — © =" & Sr 7 —<— Engliſh 


brings Sabvatich fo all men, by teaching them to deny 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to Jive righteouſly, 


. ſoberly and godly in this World, as ExpeRants of another. 


Shall Papiſts be fo zealous' for their A 
as not to: confine themſelves at home ro'keep up th 
credit of their way, -bur ro compaſs Sea and Land eve- 
ry where to make Profelytes ? and ſhall not we be as 
zealous for the things of Chriſtianity ir ſelf? Shall A- 
theiſts; Deiſts, and' irreligious Men-have their ſtated 
Glubsand Meetings to undermine the'Principles of our 
Holy Religion, ahd'corrupt the Morals of Men'? aff 
ſhall tor good men joih in Societies to- countermine 
theſe Enemies of: God; Chriſt and Goodneſs? _ 
. Be incouraged-therefore, my Friends, to proceed 
in: the gloribus Deſign ye are proſecuting. Drive the 
Buyers and Sellers out of Gods Temple ; build up the 
Watts of our Jeruſalem, tho ye be fored to do it with 
Swords and Spears in' your hands. Trmitate your bleſſed 
Maſter, in going about always doing good, This way ye 
will: become the true Parriots of your Country's L1- 
herties both Sacred and Civil, and be* called the Re- 
Pairers of our Breathes, and Reftorers of Paths to dwell 
7n, The preſent Generation doth praiſe you, and Po» 
ſteriry will rife up and call you Blefſed; Peace and 
Joy within your own Breaſts, a ſenſe of rhe Divine 
-ove and Approbation, arid' the comfortable expeQia- 
tion of an happy reſt from your Labours, where your 
Works will follow you : theſe things, I ſay, will be 
the conſequents of honouring and' ſerving God and 
your Country ;* whilſt * thoſe that dc orherwiſe a 
Wes To | | * haunted 


Engliſh Text : for the Original is. plain and expreſs for 
me in this caſe; for whith'I appedt to every man that 
is capable to read the Text in the Greek, © 

* Many Inſtances might be a#vanced to ſhew what Re- 
morſe of Conſcience thoſe have been under, when dying, 
who have been negligent in improving Opportiinities of 
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Publick Good, which God put in their hand, Grortius # i 


ſaid 


75 
haunced by remorſe of Conſcience either here or heres 
= | | 
May the good and gracious God dire and encou- 
T: rage you in all your Endeayours of this kind, and 
1E | bleſs and proſper them, to the promoting of Religion 
e- | and Virtue, and the ſuppreſſing Ungodlineſs and Im- 
as | morality, for his own Honour, the Nations Security, 
A - | and your own and all good mens Comfort. May all 
ed | our unhappy Contentions end in this one, which of 
ur | us ſhall promote Piery, Love, and Goodneſs moſt, 
if | May Truth, Holineſs, Juſtice, Mercy and Peace, e- 
ne | yer make their abode amongſt us. And for theſe ends 
may theſe happy Societies be ſo bleſt of God, and en- 
ed | creaſe ; that by this as well as by other means, it may 
he | be ſaid of this and the other Nations ; __ art thou, PC. x 44; 
he | 0 People, who art in ſuch a caſe, whoſe God is the Lord, x 5, 
th | And as we do heartily defire rheſe things ; ſo let us © 
ed | beg of God that he may grant theſe our Peritions, 
ye | and ſay onhis part, as we on ours, Amen, | 


ell | ſaid to have cried out, Ah vitam perdidi operoſe nihil 
'0- | agendo. And ſo Salmafius and many others have confeſ- 
nd | ſed on a Death-bed, that Seriouſneſs and Serviceableneſs 
ne | were t6 be preferred before all the Learning in the World. 
a- | Surely then they are more excellent than other things that 
ur | Men are ſo much taken with uſually. F cannot on this oc- 
be | caſion forbear mentioning a Diſtich which a Perſon of 
nd | Quality and Eminency compoſed when dying ; wherein he 
re || expreſſes both pathetically and briefly, the ſenſe he had of 
ed || bis not improvingh is Parts and Opportunities for God and 


my bis Country. 
07 'F Yiximus : at Patria & Pietas ignoſcite. Vobis 
a Dum porui doleo conſuluifle minus. . cheu! 


Quantula vita hominum eſt ; morimur dum vivimus, 
e- | Sifapis exemplo, vive Deo & Patriz. | 


FINIS. 


